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Listening to East Bierley - turning our learning into action 
 
What we did in East Bierley 
 
159 people took part in the Listening to East Bierley in October 2020, sharing their 
experiences of what life is like in East Bierley village. The activities were led by local 
volunteers and councillors, using the Place Standard tool (this is a way of having 
conversations about any place – it could be your street, neighbourhood or town), by using 
some simple questions. 
 
Listening to East Bierley was led by East Bierley Village Preservation Society and the Birstall 
and Birkenshaw ward councillors, supported by Kirklees Council staff. The aim was to 
identify how residents feel about living in East Bierley, to inform this action plan. 
 

 
 
As we were unable to have face to face conversations with local groups and individuals 
during this time, we wrote to each household in the area inviting people to take part. 
Everyone in the village had the opportunity to complete a postal questionnaire or to take 
part online. We also put posters and banners up around the village and used social media 
to encourage participation. 101 people took part via post and 58 people took part online. 
 
Listening to East Bierley overview & Results summary with full data 
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/listening-to-east-bierley/ 
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2021/08/13/listening-to-east-bierley-results/  
 
East Bierley Village Preservation Society website & facebook 
https://www.eastbierley.co.uk/ 
https://www.facebook.com/EBVPS 
 

https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/listening-to-east-bierley/
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2021/08/13/listening-to-east-bierley-results/
https://www.eastbierley.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/EBVPS
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About East Bierley 
East Bierley is a village in the Birstall and Birkenshaw ward, in a semi-rural setting. 
 
Population 
1,257  Total population (2020 ONS estimate)  
629  Male 
629  Female  
234  Age under 16 
184  Age 16 to 29 
203  Age 30 to 44 
368  Age 45 to 64 
270  Age 65 plus   
94%  White British  
 
Number and type of households  
554  Total households (ONS 2011 census)  
84.46%  Owner occupiers 
2.2%  Social rented properties 
11.72%  Private rented properties 
32.67% Single person households (Council Tax 2019) 
 
Economy  
834 people were in employment and 22 people were unemployed in 2011 (ONS census).  
 
 

 
 

This information is from the Kirklees Observatory: https://observatory.kirklees.gov.uk/  

https://observatory.kirklees.gov.uk/
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Listening to East Bierley results 

 

  
 
How people in [place name] scored their place, on a scale of 1 to 7, whilst talking about 14 
different themes, and how many comments we received about each of these themes. 
 

Theme Average score 
overall 

Range of scores 
received 

Number of 
comments made 

Moving around  4.7 1 to 7 105 
Public transport  4.2 1 to 7 109 
Traffic and parking  3.3 1 to 7 129 
Streets and spaces  5.4 1 to 7 96 
Natural space  5.6 1 to 7 85 
Play and recreation  5.3 1 to 7 81 
Facilities and amenities  4 1 to 7 108 
Work and local economy  3.9 1 to 7 82 
Housing and community  5.2 1 to 7 85 
Social contact  4.6 1 to 7 85 
Identity and belonging  5.7 1 to 7 74 
Feeling safe  5.2 1 to 7 83 
Care and maintenance  5.4 1 to 7 84 
Influence and sense of control  4.6 1 to 7 72 

 
Full results, including information about how different people responded, are available at:  
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2021/08/13/listening-to-east-bierley-results/ 

https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2021/08/13/listening-to-east-bierley-results/
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Strengths in East Bierley 
 
Identity and belonging          
People talk positively about being from East Bierley. They are neighbourly and the area has a 
positive identity. Local history and culture is known and celebrated. Residents recognise the 
work of the East Bierley Preservation Society. They also feel that the local schools and sports 
clubs support the feeling of a good community. Building developments are a challenge to 
maintaining this sense of community. Some people suggested that it can be difficult to become 
part of the community if they are not seen as being from the area. Lack of community groups is 
a common comment, which people feel prevents them playing a more active role in the local 
community. 
 
Suggestions from participants about identity and belonging 

More information needed from local groups. Many elderly residents do not have internet 
access. 
 
Natural space           
The natural space in East Bierley is of a very good standard. There were lots of comments that 
suggest people feel lucky or “privileged” to live in the area. There were positive comments 
about work undertaken by the community to maintain and develop these spaces. Access to 
public space and footpaths is of a very good standard. Sports clubs in the area were all 
mentioned regrading ease of access and facilities. Some footpaths require maintenance, litter 
picking or are blocked. Dog fouling is also an issue for some people. Across number of themes 
there seems to be a specific issue with horses using an area, with no horse signs. Also, disability 
access was mentioned. Traffic build-up can affect people’s access to the natural spaces though. 
There were lots of negative comments regarding future developments in the village. The 
reduction in green space and the rise in traffic are prominent in the comments. 
 
Suggestions from participants about natural space 
 
The village green would benefit from a non-slip coating to the York stones during the winter 
months and the marsh would benefit from a small fence or bollards along its front with South 
View Road, between the school and St Luke's, to prevent motorists parking on the grass. The 
seating area fronting onto South View Road could be improved with a redesign. It looks like a 
1970s add on rather than something that belongs in the village. The new flag pole spoils the 
area and should be removed or relocated. I believe that planning permission was never granted 
for its erection. The area covering the football and rugby pitches needs improved access and the 
road upgraded. This is part of an ongoing planning application. If the developers don't tarmac 
the access road this needs to be a priority for any development plan. More small bins needed 
and more frequently mainly for dog walkers to deposit their dog mess. The moor at the top of 
the village could be improved with paths down to the footpath over the golf course, as at the 
moment these areas are not joined up. Teen shelter at the park could be useful to help older 
children be outdoors more in a safe space that's not hidden but gives opportunity for 
independent outdoor activity. Council needs to cut waste strips of grass, not selective which 
makes village look untidy. The nature reserve on the back of the Bradford Road, would be nice 
to have some sort of real garden with all kind of trees, shrubs and flowers. 
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Streets and spaces 
Lots of people really like living in East Bierley and said they were lucky to be surrounded by 
“breath-taking views”. Public spaces are well maintained and there is recognition of the up keep 
and maintenance work that residents do. The village is easy to get around and access to the 
village green, marsh, pond, playground and playing fields is excellent. People also commented 
positively about the local historical landmarks and the signage providing information. Lots of 
comments indicate there is a ‘buzz’ around the village and that people take pride in their homes 
and the area. There are some worries about past and future building developments and the 
effect these would have across the village. A lack of facilities such as a post office and 
convenience shops are a concern. Parking generally and parking on pavements received some 
negative comments. The amount of traffic was commented on as having a negative effect on the 
village. 
 
Suggestions from participants about streets and spaces 
 
Rules in the conservation zone should be enforced through planning. For example, windows are 
supposed to be timber framed to protect the heritage of the buildings. Metal fencing on land at 
the corner of North View Road and Bradford Road would make this less of an eyesore. The only 
thing is missing are cycle paths. 
 

 
Challenges and issues in East Bierley 
 
Traffic and parking  
A large number of participants made comments about vehicles speeding throughout East 
Bierley. Specific comments suggest Southview Road and Raikes Lane are being used as a cut 
through (or rat run) to avoid Tong Street. People also mentioned speeding on Bradford Road, 
Hunsworth Land and North View Road. Some people feel that current traffic calming measure 
do not work. Parking was another popular topic. Problems mentioned include parking on both 
sides of the road (limiting it to a single carriageway), parking on a blind bend and cars parked on 
the pavements blocking pedestrian access. Parents parking outside school was consistently 
raised by participants, with suggests for further restrictions and new parking systems. There 
were comments in support of the school, asking parents to be more considerate. Parking on 
cricket club match days and during social events was also raised. In additional to speeding and 
parking, high noise and air pollution levels were mentioned, with people having to take 
additional measure to reduce these in their homes. Several people commented on new housing 
developments and the additional traffic they will bring to the already very busy roads. 
 
Suggestions from participants about traffic and parking 
 
Parking restrictions at peak times need introducing by the school to keep one side of the road 
free from traffic. There are gaps by the War Memorial, on the same side of the road by the 
green and outside the cricket club, where this may be feasible. The village may benefit from a 
20mph zone speed limit. Toftshaw Lane just above Gildersome Motors, the road is very narrow 
with a footpath on one side only. Residents park their cars (as none have driveways) outside 
their homes which results in a short stretch of road being 'single track' day and night.  
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The edge of the common land opposite could easily accommodate a 'passing place' to make the 
road safer for walkers, riders, drivers and cyclists - especially as it's the main bus route through 
the village and close to a blind bend. Traffic parked on Bradford Road near the junction of South 
View Road, blocks the view of drivers exiting right out of South View Road. Double yellow lines 
on Bradford Road, right up to corner and unbroken line chevrons, would improve driver 
visibility. The Green in East Bierley should be made in to a one-way system, which would slow 
traffic down near the school. Bierley Marsh should also be made into a one way route - this 
would prevent blockages when there are several parked cars. Active enforcement 

 
Work and local economy  
People generally see the village as residential, with work and local economy happening away 
from the village. Surrounding areas such as Leeds, Bradford and other local towns provide some 
opportunities. There is a network of local trades people, who both live and work in the village. 
There are good transport links through to the M62 and Low Moor Station. There is recognition 
of the work volunteers do, and a feeling that people might not know about the volunteer 
opportunities available through the East Bierley Perseveration Society and sports clubs. 
Participants commented about the loss of the preschool and the a lack of a nursery at East 
Bierley School. This suggests people must travel out of the village for these services. A couple of 
participants asked questions about sixth form provision locally. 
 
Suggestions from participants about work and local economy 

Trying to encourage enterprise within the vacant shops in the village would be very beneficial 
for the area. Hopefully, the new "Village Hall" will be rented to providers for toddler activities, 
for example baby sensory. 

 
Facilities and amenities  
As East Bierley is a small village some people commented they understand that not all facilities 
and amenities will be located in the village. GP surgeries, shops, churches, a post office and 
recreation were all mentioned, with links to Birkenshaw or Tong. Many participants commented 
on the loss of the Post Office, preschool, local shop and library access locally, as people feel 
these are important to the village. Generally, people believe most amenities are within an easy 
traveling distance. The New Inn local pub, Cricket Club, Rugby Club and Golf Club are seen as 
places that people can come together but may also present opportunities for developing. 
People are concerned about school places and access to services if further housing development 
continues. People are also worried that traffic will continue to increase as more people use 
vehicles because of insufficient public transport, to leave the village for goods and services. 
Some participants are concerned about space for the school to expand physically. Participants 
made positive comments about outdoor community events. In contrast, people feel there is 
limited access to good community rooms or a central hub where more community activities 
could take place.  
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Suggestions from participants about facilities and amenities  

Facilities are plentiful, but all seem to be outside the village. Noting is being done with the 
old Post Office and it makes the village look run down. Could the windows be used as a 
display area is for local artists to display paintings? It would be great to see a couple of 
shops or cafes within the village. A takeaway coffee shop would be good for both walkers 
and parents collecting children from school. It’s a shame the pre-school closed - are there 
plans for another for the community? It would be good to have a local produce event or 
farmers’ market monthly.  
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Ideas and actions 
 
After reviewing the data, we identified a list of priorities that participants had commented on most (see Appendix 1). 
We reviewed these comments created a short list which could be developed into an action plan.  
 
 
Action plan  
 

Rank Theme Concern Details Suggestions / Possible Actions – 
Agreed Actions and Outcome 
Suggestions 

Funding Lead Partners 

1 Cross cutting 
(Moving around, 
Traffic and Parking, 
Streets and Spaces, 
Natural Space, Play 
and Recreation, 
Feeling Safe 

Speed and 
Volume of traffic  

Using Local roads 
as rat run, Rush 
hour and School, 
Increase in vehicles 
locally from 
development 

Proposed 20Mph zone  
 
 
 
Extended speeding measures. 

Member funded 
programme 
£17,000 - 
delivered 
 
Place Standard 
Investment Fund – 
Initial outline plans 
indicate £51,000.  

Ward 
Councillors, 
Kirklees Council 
Highways 
 
Kirklees Council  
Ward 
Councillors 

2 Cross cutting 
(Moving Around, 
Traffic and Parking, 
Play and Recreation) 

Parking Increase in 2 or 3 
car households, 
School Parking, 
parking on 
Pavements 

Work with the school and parents to 
develop active travel programme to see 
if there can be a reduction in school 
traffic issues.  

Possible idea for 
active travel 
monies from the 
Place Partnership 

School, Kirklees 
Council, Ward 
Councillors 

3 Cross cutting (Streets 
and Spaces, Natural 
Space, Housing and 
Community, Identity 
and Belonging 

Residential 
Developments 

Demands on local 
services and 
Infrastructure, 
Reduction in green 
space, Opposition 
to new 
developments  

We will endeavour to ensure that local 
community have a clear communication 
channel to feed into future 
development proposals. 

No funding 
required. Clear 
lines of 
communication 
through all 
partners 

Kirklees MC, 
Ward 
Councillors, 
EBVPS 
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4 Facilities and 
Amenities 

Lack of Village 
Shop and 
amenities 

Village Café, Post 
office, Baker, 
greengrocer, 
famers market, 
cake and gift shop, 
Unused facilities, 
and Loss of Pre 
School. 

We would welcome the return of a 
Village shop to help the local 
community shop and support local 
business. We feel that this would help 
reduce shot vehicle journeys to local 
amenities.  

  

5 Care and 
Maintenance 

Ensuring local 
spaces are 
maintained 

 East Bierley Rec, look at possible 
prevention measures in keeping with 
local heritage but present enough 
challenge to stop vehicles accessing the 
space. Actioned – Large stones have 
been placed to prevent unauthorised 
access. 

 Kirklees Council, 
Ward 
Councillors, East 
Bierley Village 
Preservation 
Society 

6 Moving Around  Provision for 
Cyclists 
 
 
PROW 
maintenance 

We have an ambition to improve cycle 
provision. This would need to link up to 
appropriate destinations. 
 
Invest in some targeted PROW 
maintenance across the ward. 
 

Place Partnership 
active travel 

Kirklees Council, 
Ward 
Councillors 

7 Public Transport New / Direct 
Services 

- Direct Service to 
Leeds, improved 
service to 
Cleckheaton 
- Seated, covered 
Bus Stops 
- Timetable update 
(digital?) 

Councillors are exploring opportunities 
to replace appropriate bus stops and 
include live travel data. 
 
Key public transport destination to be 
reviewed – services to Cleckheaton, 
Low Moor and Hospitals.  
 
 

 West Yorkshire 
Combined 
Authority, 
Metro, Ward 
Councillors 
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8 Feeling Safe Crime and Anti-
social behaviour 

Targeted crime, 
Drug and Anti-
social behaviours 

Working with Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams on Anti-social behaviour, local 
crime reduction and local traffic issues. 

 West Yorkshire 
Police, Ward 
Councillors  

9 Social Contact Community 
Opportunities 

Lack of Community 
meeting places, 
Activities for young 
and old 

Ward Councillors and Kirklees Council 
would welcome community 
conversation regarding community 
clubs and events for all element of the 
community. 
 

Members Local 
Project Fund 

Ward 
Councillors, 
Kirklees Council 

10 Influence and Sense 
of Control 

 Community 
Information 

East Bierley Preservation Society have 
installed new community information 
boards. Contact the society.  

Delivered by the 
East Bierley 
Preservation 
Society 

East Bierley 
Village 
Preservation 
Society 

11 Play and Recreation  Play area 
maintenance, 
extension, and 
upgrade 

Linked to Kirklees Council Playable 
Spaces programme.  

 Kirklees Council, 
Ward 
Councillors 
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Appendices  

 
 
Appendix 1 
 
Comments Number of comments  
Q1 – Moving Around  
Provision for Cyclists 32 
Parking 22 
Volume of Traffic 16 
Overgrown Foliage 15 
School Traffic 13 
General Speeding 12 
Rat Run 10 
Appropriate Access to paths and kerbs for Wheelchairs and Prams 9 
Footpath Surface 7 
Traffic around Cricket Club 3 
Road Pollution 3 
Road Crossing 3 
Dog Mess 3 
Effect of New Developments 2 
Street Lighting 2 
Horse Riding Routes 2 
Routes Signs 2 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q2 – Public Transport  
Direct Service to Leeds 19 
Service to Cleckheaton 10 
Seated or Covered Stop, Timetable updates 9 
Unreliable Service 8 
Better Service to Low Moor Station 7 
Hunsworth Lane 5 
Train Station reinstatement 4 
Evening and Weekend 3 
Appropriate / Green Vehicles 3 
ASB / Young people 3 
Links to School / 6th Form 3 
Huddersfield 2 
Accessibility (pram and wheelchair)  1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q3 – Traffic and Parking  
Parking around school / rush hour times 47 
Cut through / Rat Run 33 
Volume of traffic and types of vehicles 25 
Current Traffic Calming not doing the job 25 
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Speeding 21 
Concerns around effect of new developments 17 
Single track roads due to residents parking 15 
Parking on Pavements 14 
Road round Cricket club 14 
20Mph or additional restrictions 10 
Parking 6 
Pollution 5 
Bus Idle 1 
Crossings 2 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q4 – Streets and Spaces  
Further residential development 14 
Increase in Traffic (rat run and additional cars) 10 
Loss of Commercial resources (shop, preschool) 8 
Maintaining the quality of the public spaces with development 7 
Parking (School & Pavement) 3 
Loss of Community Space 2 
Traffic Calming 2 
Parking 1 
Environmental Effects of development 1 
Power lines too close to housing 1 
Maintenance of footpaths  1 
Management of Farm property 1 
Pedestrian priority 1 
Horses using Green 1 
Damage to Grass verges (Kirklees Council) 1 
Council Grass cutting 1 
Kirklees Planning Permission 1 
Tipping (signage and response) 1 
Cycle Path 1 
Conservation Zone not enforced 1 
Infrastructure 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q5 – Natural Space  
Building development (reduction of green space) 16 
Increase in traffic / pollution 8 
Seating (pond and open spaces)  6 
Disabled / Pram access to footpaths 5 
Horses using paths (need appropriate paths, not footpath)  4 
Accessibility to footpaths (barbed wire, dog mess and poor 
maintenance) 

4 

Dog fouling 4 
Fly Tipping / Litter 4 
Increase in Population from New Development 3 
Prevention of ASB driving / parking 3 
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Non slip coating on Yorkshire stones 2 
Outdoor space teenagers  2 
Improved access to Football and Rugby pitches 1 
Move Flag post 1 
Moor to Golf course path joined up 1 
Knot weed removing, by rugby pitches 1 
Council grass cutting 1 
Old railway line developed 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q6 – Play and Recreation  
Play area maintenance, extension and upgrade 15 
Things to do for teenagers  14 
Traffic / parking effects on recreation  4 
Lack of Cycling facilities  4 
Winter facilities (sport and recreation)  3 
Dog Mess  3 
Indoor community space  3 
Outdoor exercise equipment  2 
Horses  2 
Lack of recreation facilities for seniors  2 
Improve signage to footpaths, routes for recreational use.  2 
Promoting local resources  2 
Loss Church 1 
Speeding cars 1 
Addition of new homes will affect facilities 1 
Pre School 1 
Road to playing fields 1 
Encourage ‘other’ usage of the sport clubs 1 
Street lighting Bierley Marsh and Duck pond 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q7 – Facilities and Amenities  
Lack of Village Shop and amenities 28 
Unused building / tired facilities  13 
Village Café / Post office /Baker / greengrocer/ famers market /cake 
and gift shop  

13 

Doctor / Dentist  9 
Oversubscribed school  4 
Public transport  3 
Community Space  3 
Play Group  3 
Library / Mobile Library  2 
Effect of housing development  2 
School Space 1 
6th Form  1 
Public Toilets 1 
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Comments Number of comments  
Q8 – Work and Local Economy  
Vacant Shops  6 
Loss of Pre School  3 
More for young people  2 
Promoting Volunteer Opportunities 1 
Mobile Library 1 
Post 16 provision 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q9 – Housing and Community  
Opposing New developments  21 
Demands on Infrastructure from development  14 
Not enough Quality, Starter Family & Last Buy Homes  13 
Groups for Young and Older people 1 
Affordable housing 1 
Sheltered Housing 1 
Car park for teachers 1 
Low water pressure 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q10 – Social Contact  
Village Hall & or Lack of meeting places  22 
Older people activities  6 
Children, Families and Youth Activities  5 
Village Café  4 
Promotion of activities  2 
Coffee Morning 1 
Evening Classes 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q11 – Identity and Belonging  
Clique  7 
Effect of development  7 
Community Activities  5 
Promotion of Activities  4 
Opening is access to village decision making  2 
Local Groups / Networks  2 
Lack of Diversity  2 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q12 – Feeling Safe  
Targeted Crime  28 
Volume and speed of traffic  15 
Drug & Anti-social behaviour 11 
Police Support  8 
Streetlight quality  6 
Fly Tipping / Litter  3 
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Dog Fouling  2 
Escaping dogs 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q13 Care and Maintenance  
Dog Mess 2 24 
Litter  10 
Fly Tipping  9 
Recycling  8 
Footpaths, Overgrown etc  5 
Lack or Full Public Bins  4 
Pavements  3 
Grass Cutting  2 
Farms 1 
Gritting 1 
Dog Barking 1 
Empty Building near park 1 
Flag Stones 1 
Grass Cutting 1 

 
Comments Number of comments  
Q14 – Influence and Sense of Control  
Not listen to regarding planning and development  15 
Community Information (+digital access)  7 
Concerns over Infrastructure and development  5 
Support for investment into activities 1 
Recycling 1 
Speeding 1 
Funding for Newsletter. 1 
Improving links between community group / New residents group 1 
Flag Pole placement 1 

 

Get involved 
To get involved or find out more, please contact: 

 
Rodney Holroyd 

East Bierley Village Preservation Society 
Email: rod@little-monkey.co.uk 

or Birstall and Birkenshaw ward councillors  
www.kirklees.gov.uk/councillors  

 
This document and more information is available online at: 

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk  

mailto:rod@little-monkey.co.uk
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/councillors
http://www.howgoodisourplace.org.uk/



