
 
Your voice, your Holmfirth 

6th September to 31st October 2021 
What we did

Holme Valley South ward councillors and Kirklees Council asked local people what they 
think about Holmfirth town centre. We asked people who live in, work in or visit Holmfirth 
town centre about what works now, how things might change in the future and what 
matters most to them. We used a tool called the “Place Standard” which encourages 
conversations about your local place, by using some simple questions.


Who participated? 
We talked with people and local businesses in the town centre, at Holmfirth Library and at 
Holmfirth market. We also listened in person to views of people representing local groups, 
such as Holmfirth Business Association, River Holme Connections, Holmfirth Transition 
Town, Holmfirth Civic Society, Holmfirth festival organisers and the 8-12 years youth club 
at the Phoenix Centre. 402 people took part online. 


466 citizens took part, completing 434 Place Standard assessments.  
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What participants said 


Moving around 



Key issues: There were 125 comments made by 
participants that pavements are too narrow and 
unsafe in places, meaning it’s necessary to step into 

the road when meeting a pram or wheelchair. For 
example, main footways along Huddersfield Road and Woodhead Road 
opposite the library, and river path from the Co-op car park to the bus 
station. Scaffolding on buildings forces pedestrians to walk in the road, for example 
recent works on Victoria Street and parked cars on Hollowgate. Cars and delivery vans 
often park on pavements and yellow lines especially at the bottom of Dunford Road, 
Hollowgate and Victoria Street.


Some town paths are poorly maintained, for example the cobbled walk to Bunkers Hill is 
slippery, overgrown and the steps have loose slabs. One side of Huddersfield Road has 
an irregular pavement surface. From Holmfirth Pool to the centre people walk in the road 
due to hedges growing out of gardens. There are bins on the pavement. Lack of pleasant, 
safe seating and dropped kerbs. Traffic pollution is high at certain times of day. 

There were 95 comments that Holmfirth centre is not cycle friendly due to a very high 
volume of traffic. Station Road into Holmfirth centre is particularly unsafe due to speeding 
vehicles. The cycle route from Huddersfield stops abruptly at Hagg Wood (Huddersfield 
Road). Routes could be developed on the valley bottom to link up with other places. 

Cycle lanes are on the roadsides where debris collects and not segregated from traffic, 
such as along Huddersfield Road. Some are too narrow and drainage lids can be lethal in 
the wet. “A bad cycle lane is worse than no cycle lane.” Potholes and parked cars are 
obstacles. Lack of suitable locations to lock bikes up while visiting the centre.

Participants made 53 comments about good quality and attractive routes - such as the 
walkway from the bus station to the Co-op car park and through Holmeside Gardens. In 
the main routes link to where people wish to go. Well signed, off-road routes into 
Holmfirth are lacking. Various snickets and cut throughs work well but are not always 
signed. Access to Victoria Park and playground via the ramp and steps is difficult for 
pushchairs. Visitors are not aware of the walk to Sands Rec. 


There were 19 comments about pedestrian crossings. Zebra crossings are too near each 
other and hard to cross – bottom of South Lane and Victoria Street to Hollowgate. 


Suggestions: 
Wider pavements on Huddersfield Road (opposite the library) and on Hollowgate, more 
pedestrian areas and zones at high traffic times, a centralised pedestrian area 
(Hollowgate or Victoria Street) and open up the ginnel from Hollowgate to Victoria Street. 


Create seating, play area and open space by knocking down the post office sorting 
building and moving the bus station and car park. Large window map highlighting local 
businesses and key features (Cityscape example). 


Zebra crossing on Town Gate by bus station and Harvey’s Bar, also at the bottom of 
Rotcher Road to create a safe route to Holmfirth Junior and Infant school. Mend paving 
slabs and cobbles on Bunkers Hill using Yorkshire stone. Improve lighting on crossings 

Overall 

score

3.7



and the river walk from the bus station to Crown Bottom car park. Improve handrails on 
Riverside Way. Cut back overhanging vegetation. 


Enforce fines for parking on pavements. Designate town centre 20 mph zone, a 10-mph 
limit on Hollowgate. Make some routes one-way and divert heavy traffic away from the 
centre. 


Dedicated cycle routes with good quality surfaces. Bike racks and safe storage for 
families and workers, priority for cyclists at traffic lights. Install areas for cyclists at the 
front of traffic lights at the junction of Victoria Rd and Woodhead Rd. 

Use the River Holme as the conduit for off-road cycling and walking routes into town. 
‘Park and ride’ facilities at Thongsbridge. Extend the river footpath to Prickleden Mills. 
Improve signage for cycling and walking routes into and out of the centre. Feasibility 
study of cycle route from Holmfirth to Huddersfield, for example on the river path. 
Encourage cycle tourism. 

 


327 people commented on this theme.

 
 

Public transport 


Key issues: Participants made 109 comments 
about good services. From Holmfirth to 
Huddersfield during the day – the combined 
services of 308 310 314 316 and other small bus 

services. The Access bus is particularly good for older people - efficient and 
takes people to smaller villages. The bus apps tell people when buses will 
arrive and how full. Digital display boards are “reassuring.” Good links to trains to 
Manchester and London. Good facilities at local bus and train stations.


Participants made 107 comments about poor services. The bus service from the villages 
into Holmfirth is infrequent and unreliable (“leave early or late, rarely on time”). The small 
bus service is poor in evenings (308 after 6:30 pm, no 316 after 6:18 pm), and weekends 
to Huddersfield. Bus 314 and small bus from Holmbridge arrive within minutes of each 
other once an hour. Two regular buses from Holmfirth bus station to Netherthong go 
within minutes of each other. No Sunday service. No bus to doctors from Holme. Children 
staying on at Holmfirth High School for an hour after school find there is no bus to the 
villages. Local buses do not run late enough to be used by commuters. 


Overall 

score

4.1

“The centre is more like a 
thoroughfare for cars.”

“Great traffic free walking along the 
river from west till last 600 metres before 

town centre.”



There were 26 comments from participants about poor bus links to train services. No 
easy fast way to get to Brockholes or Denby Dale stations. Trains don’t run late to Honley 
or Brockholes. Lack of parking at train stations. Lack of good links to South Yorkshire, 
Wakefield, Manchester or Leeds.


24 participants commented that bus fares are expensive. It costs £1.80 to go half a mile 
from Holmfirth bus station up Dunford Road; “should be 50% of the price.” 316 bus takes 
50+ minutes to get to Huddersfield after going "all round the houses", at a cost of more 
than £4. 


Bus stops are not in good locations, big-double decker's regularly get stuck and block 
Dunford Road due to parked cars. There is insufficient room on buses for parents with 
prams or people who use wheelchairs. At school times it is chaotic, no seats and adults 
suffer abuse from the children. There are few disabled Access buses. Buses are often 
dirty, smelly and emit fumes. Holmfrith bus station is often dirty, has no toilets and no 
storage for bikes. Electronic displays at the bus station do not update in bad weather.

81 participants said they do not use public transport due to cost, poor timetables, 
additional time, do not live on a bus route, or use or own a car. 


Suggestions: 
More direct regular bus services to Huddersfield and surrounding villages, more frequent 
than once an hour, services later in the evening, better public transport links across the 
rural area – to the Colne Valley, Denby Dale, Barnsley, Penistone and Sheffield. At peak 
times more buses into Huddersfield and to Brockholes and Honley Stations, connecting 
with train services. Use double decker buses on main roads to Holmfirth bus station and 
switch to smaller buses for village services. 


Get more electric buses, stop buses idling in the bus station to reduce pollution. Buses 
that have space for bicycles, prams and wheelchairs. More seating and cycle storage in 
Holmfirth bus station. Electronic displays giving real time information. Better lit shelters, 
smarten up bus stops. Create a wayfinding system for access to public transport. 
Signage from Honley railway station to Holmfirth. 


Integrated tickets for use on multiple services with incentives. Free travel for under 18s. 
Subsidised fares, not free, for pensioners. Flat rate fee. Make it more affordable for those 
without bus passes.


310 people commented on this theme.




 

“The Stotts bus that comes up 
South Lane was a life saver when I had a 

baby and toddler - it prevented many short 
car journeys into Holmfirth 

centre.”

“Local Kirklees bus operator 
spends the day driving EMPTY buses 

in the Holme Valley.”

“Takes too long to get anywhere.” 



Traffic and parking 

Key issues: Participants made 150 comments about 
heavy traffic and congestion in Holmfirth centre, in 
particular lorries; many HGVs go over Holme Moss 

“which is unsuitable.” When there is an accident on 
the M62 Holmfirth becomes the alternative route. They don’t fit on the 
roads, drive on pavements, block routes, damage street furniture and 
cause bottlenecks in the centre which have a knock-on effect in the valley. 


Traffic does not flow well at busy times especially at the Victoria Street traffic lights; 
“traffic flows better when the lights are out of order.” Taxis restrict the flow of traffic on 
Victoria Street on Friday evenings. South Lane is busy as drivers circumnavigate the 
centre. Cars speed up Rotcher Road. There is no crossing for children walking to 
Holmfirth Junior and Infant school and the pavement is too narrow for prams or families 
to walk.


Standing traffic on Huddersfield Road and Station Road regularly pollutes the local 
atmosphere, making it “unpleasant for pedestrians.” (18 comments). Traffic noise has 
increased. One person said there is no regard for climate change when considering town 
planning, events and public transport. 


There were 91 comments about parking issues. There are few parking spaces in the 
centre towards Holmbridge. Parking on double yellow lines on main roads and on-street 
restrictions are not enforced, for example on Victoria Street in the "no loading" zone or on 
the zigzags by the crossing. Cars and delivery vehicles park on pavements, for example 
outside the market on Hollowgate. 


There is little parking for special events on weekends and evenings. Not enough short 
stay parking, on-street or car park. Blue badge spaces are rarely available in the bus 
station and market car parks. Residential areas are congested with visitor parking and 
conflict at pinch points. Parking on one side of Dunford Road is an issue; “when buses or 
large vehicles meet, traffic flow grinds to a halt.” Vehicles park up to the junction of New 
Road and Huddersfield Road. 


There were 85 comments that parking is good or sufficient in Holmfirth centre. There is 
usually space at Crown Bottom. It is convenient but at times there is not enough capacity. 
There is a good walking route from the car park by the river into the centre. There are a 
number of small car parks in the centre. Charges are reasonably priced and affordable. 
After a certain time of day parking is free, good for evening events.


Suggestions: 
Ban HGVs from passing through the town centre and Dunford Road, divert to alternative 
routes, and put up advisory signs. Traffic free main streets at specified times. Traffic lights 
link to the foot crossings. Install a Smart Traffic system. Pelican or light controlled 
crossings, extend crossing times. Remove crossing on Town Gate and install by bus 
station entrance. Cinderhills, Rotcher Road and Cooper Lane to be one way traffic for 
cars only. Hollowgate traffic free, no through road or one-way only.


Overall 

score

3.3



Traffic warden to prevent illegal parking on main roads, more short stay parking in the 
centre, for example 15 minutes. Free parking for residents, for example 2 hours, more 
central parking for disabled badge holders and parent and child bays. Bigger car park, for 
example a second story car park in Crown Bottom. More long stay parking or cheap 
parking for businesses and workers. Better signage to car parking. A parking app. ”Park 
and ride” on ex-industrial sites. "Park and walk" at Sands car park, Bottoms Mill and 
Brockholes Station.


Dunford Road residents want residents only parking, cameras, enforce no-parking in 
yellow hatch box and on the Huddersfield Road junction with Victoria Street. Double 
yellow lines on Woodhead Road. On Victoria Street no parking or no parking between 
10am to 4.30pm, or double yellow lines on left side, or parking for deliveries and disabled 
people only. Alternatively, deliveries to be limited to 7pm-7am.


345 people commented on this theme.

 

 

Streets and spaces 



Key issues: Participants made 138 comments that 
the centre of Holmfirth is “shabby and run down.” 
Old Holmfirth Mill shop and Market Hall have had “no 
money spent on it for years”, and Sainsburys building 
are “eyesores.” The area by the Picturedrome is run 
down due to shop closures and the cinema is “dreary.” 


Too many unfinished projects and empty shops. Some buildings from 
the 1970s are not in keeping with the conservation area. Power cables on buildings are an 
eyesore. General signage is poor and visually muddled. Street furniture and lighting are 
not consistent. The river is “ugly with concrete structure and exposed, rusty pipes” and 
weeds. No fish, loss of insect life and birds. 


There were 130 comments from participants expressing an alternative view, that Holmfirth 
centre is attractive. “Lots of lovely buildings used in a creative way.” Redevelopment of 
some buildings is in keeping with the local area and history. Local businesses have 
invested a lot. Lots of lovely 'old' features; stone bridge over the river, Owd Gen 
monument, and handsome buildings along Victoria Street are visible and attractive. 

“Trying to get through 
Holmfirth centre at peak 

times and weekends easily 
adds 20 minutes.” 

“As a shop manager we find our 
shelves are covered in black dust 
from the nearby, very busy road.”

“Holmfirth should be a destination 
not a thoroughfare.” 

Overall 

score

4.3



Norridge Bottom and Hollowgate have “great character.” Spaces such as the map art, 
square by the church, Holmeside gardens, allotment and community garden. Finger posts 
to aid visitors and tourist maps. 


There were 56 comments about shop and building frontages. They are not consistent. 
Some are painted in garish colours, look tacky, cheap or tatty. All shops in the main areas 
should have a standard, traditional look and feel. 


There were 28 comments about maintenance. Litter and pavement obstructions are not 
dealt with. There is an increase in litter due to more bars opening, litter, food wrappings. 
The commercial bins on Hollowgate (opposite the fish shop and ice cream shop) are not 
pleasant to walk past and look scruffy. However, volunteer community groups keep 
places tidy, maintain green spaces and put up flags and Christmas lights. Dog fouling and 
rats along the river. Trees and shrubs overgrow the paths between the bus station and 
Crown Bottom car park. 


Some people said the bus station, post office, central car park and Sainsbury’s area, 
along with the adjacent stretch of river, could be greatly improved (26 comments). 


Suggestions: 
More seating areas outside café by New Holmfirth Park, by the former Yorkshire Building 
Society, Hollowgate or Norridge Bottom. Recreational facilities in empty buildings.


Creative spaces in empty shops. Sandblast buildings to bring them back to their original 
state. Shopfront grants, standard colours and strict rules on use of A-boards. A design 
guide. Board up Bamforths mill yard. A long-term plan for Holmfirth. 


Use the market hall space to support new enterprise, return of the farmers market, call it 
Market Square, use it as a dedicated festivals space. Create a central public performance 
space. A street market on Hollowgate. Use the Create Streets book called 'Of streets and 
squares'. Demolish the sorting office and link this area up with the memorial gardens, with 
an accessible playground and communal green space. More imaginative planting 
schemes on Victoria Street. Water tap in Holmfirth Library sensory garden. Enlarge the 
community garden for people to grow vegetables. More little ‘parklets’ for socialising and 
public pop up events.


Make the walking route from Co-op carpark via the river more attractive and better 
signposted. Clean and open up the river, make it a feature. Pet friendly and kid friendly 
places. More information and interpretation boards – bus station and Crown Bottom car 
park for events, walking trails and points of interest to promote. Repair road signs, 
pavements and street signs. Large pots of flowers and shrubs. Decorative lighting along 
the bridge. 


298 people commented on this theme.




“Please do not 
"modernise" as the charm will 

be gone.”

“There is no proper 
planning - just constant, non-

joined up development.”



Natural space 
 
Key issues: Participants made 151 positive comments about 
the abundance of local natural space in and around Holmfirth. 
Spaces in the centre include Victoria Park (“great views over 

Holmfirth”), duck feeding area by Crown Bottom (“fun, lively 
and feels safe”), Sands Rec, Holmeside Gardens (beautiful all year 

round), HoTT (Holmfirth Transition Town) garden at Upperbridge (“a delight”), 
the new garden behind by the library and Kings Head Garden (“lovely new public space”). 
Planting tubs on the bridge. Lots of spaces and walks can be reached on public 
transport. 


Alternatively, participants made 52 negative comments, that green spaces and access to 
them is limited in the centre, due to the layout of the town. There is no signage to direct 
people to parks. The riverbank is too difficult for the elderly and prams and pushchairs. 
Access to Holmeside Gardens is not easy for those in a wheelchair or with visual 
problems. The steps to Victoria Park make it hard to access the play area with a pram. 
Wheelchair routes in general are lacking. 


Participants focussed 53 comments on the River Holme. It is “largely inaccessible, 
neglected and underdeveloped.” It could be opened up to public access, for example 
linking the centre with Holmebridge and with Sands Park. It is unclean with fly tipping. 
There has been a loss of wildlife - no insects, no fish, few birds. 


There were 32 comments about care and maintenance issues. For example, inadequate 
bins for recycling and rubbish in parks. Rubbish often finds its way into the river. Sands 
recreation area is shabby and poorly equipped. Library staff receive complaints from the 
public about Victoria Park litter, anti-social behaviour and broken glass on the playground. 

There were 15 comments that natural space in Holmfirth centre is polluted by traffic. 
Natural space is not made a feature of in the town due to the main roads. 


The role of volunteers was commented on. Residents do litter picks in parks and planted 
trees in Victoria Park. River Holme Connections is opening up the walks along the river 
from Huddersfield. 


Suggestions: 
Make the river a focus in the town. Open up the river to make it more accessible. Extend 
the river walkway to link the centre with Sands Park and Holmebridge. More seating by 
the riverbank. Clean up the river – pollutants, cut down overgrown trees, clear weeds 
(Japanese Knotwood). Locally managed flood gates, steps and ramp. One person said 
rewild the river, plant trees and wild plants, clear Japanese knot wood and pollution from 
the dye house. 


Encourage cars to park on the edge of town and more walking and cycling into the 
centre. Create a pedestrian open space on the current bus station car park, sculptures, 
artwork and walking trails. Extend Holmeside Gardens down to the riverbank and into the 
post office sorting space and move the sorting office. More trees and wildflower planting 
in the centre, more areas given over to community growing, one-stop co-ordination of 
assets that could be used for events. 


Overall 

score

5.2



Improve access to Victoria Park, paint the shelter at Sands Park, separate dog park, more 
signage to parks and green spaces, improve access to dog waste bins, empty all bins in 
parks more regularly. 


260 people commented on this theme.

 

Play and recreation 
 

Key issues: There were 90 comments from participants 
indicating there are good play and recreation facilities in and 
around the centre. Sands Park and Recreation Ground is a 
good place to exercise. Lots of recreation opportunities and 

choice of activity for all - parks, leisure centre with swimming 
pool and gym, football pitches, tennis and bowling club. However, there is 
no real information available about these areas. 


Participants made 82 comments about poor maintenance of parks and playgrounds, 
regular vandalism and neglect. Victoria Park and the Sands is often full of broken glass, 
litter and overflowing bins, graffiti and people smoking cannabis. Issues with play parks 
being used at night by teenagers. 


The Council owned provision is poor – “decrepit” changing facilities at Sands, no land 
drainage to pitches leading to cancelled games due to water logging, no spectator 
provision and limited car parking. The KAL facility is an asset, but the gym is an 
inadequate size for the Holmfirth area. A few people said it’s hard to get information over 
the phone or online about classes at Holmfirth Pool.


There were 37 comments that the offer is limited. “The recreational offer is dated and run 
down.” Play areas need investment in a wider range of equipment and expanded, in 
particular Victoria Park and Sands Park. They are very basic and small. Limited accessible 
play equipment for inclusive play. 


There were 22 comments about poor access to the parks. Victoria Park play area is not 
easy to access and not well connected to the town centre even though it is centrally 
located. One person said the top access is gated so they can’t get through with a double 
pram, and the steps up to the play area are difficult for prams and those with mobility 
problems. 


Overall 

score
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“Excellent work done by local 
organisations and volunteers - it is much 

appreciated.”

“The River Holme is a hugely 
neglected asset.”

“We are in one of the most 
beautiful parts of England.”



Some commented there is not a lot for children and young people to do. Teenage girls do 
not use the recreational facilities. There isn't much for young girls by way of sports clubs, 
for example hockey. 


Suggestions: 
Clearer signage from the centre of Holmfirth to the parks. Outdoor gym and running track 
at Sands for all ages, basketball and tennis court. Coffee van and picnic area at Sands. 
Wild play at Thongsbridge Tennis courts. A band stand in the park and a local band 
contest in a central location such as the new market space for events. More attention to 
removing graffiti and litter in parks. Increase local visible policing, particularly in the 
evenings to prevent vandalism in parks. 


Safe places for young people to hang out, for example enlarge the skate park and install 
lights for the autumn and winter, reinstate the zip wire. More indoor options -- Phoenix 
Centre has large hall suitable for sports and activities such as roller ring. A bowling alley, 
pool, roller skating would be great attraction for all ages, as would a climbing wall. Offer 
teenagers a night at the Picturedrome. Free youth activities. Turn market hall into play 
gym, indoor football pitch. Repurpose large empty buildings as recreational spaces. A 
bigger swimming pool and gym. Storytelling, Q codes, water sports along the river. 


 
266 people commented on this theme.


Facilities and amenities 
 

Key issues: Many people (116 comments) said Holmfirth has 
a good range of independent local retailers, places to eat 
and drink, good schools, good doctors, dentists, a library, 
sport and leisure facilities. The night-time economy is 

growing with a good mix of pubs and bars. Shops are not vacant for long. 
In recent months new businesses have opened. Small businesses played an 
important role during covid: “an absolute godsend for locals providing services not 
available otherwise.”


There are wide and diverse amenities. Many groups like U3A, Owls, Phoenix, Arts 
Festival, folk festival, food and drink and Art Week are run by local people. The 
Picturedrome brings people in and many businesses rely on it, particularly bars and 
B&Bs. 


Overall 

score
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“I can’t take my young son to Victoria Park - it’s 
always damaged and covered in broken glass.”

“Look at research from other places about 
how to make spaces safe for all.”



There are a lot of learning and relaxation opportunities at the Civic Hall, and The Tech. 
They are easily accessible for those who can afford to pay fees - less so for those on low 
and no income.


There were 87 comments from participants that said the range of facilities and amenities 
in the centre is limited or inadequate. Too many cafes, charity shops (encouraged by 
reduced rates), however do appeal to the younger generation and estate agents. A few 
people said shops are lacking diversity due to high rates. Lack of shops to make it a 
shopping destination. Two banks recently closed. The central post office has restricted 
opening hours. There are no places to eat and drink with children’s play provision.

There were 48 comments about health services. GP services are good and available near 
the centre but not enough NHS dentists in the area. Some villagers need to get two buses 
to their doctors.


There were 28 comments about Holmfirth library. The service offers an easy way for 
people to access books – especially with online requests. It is an asset with child friendly 
facilities. A few said it is not as good post Covid for children, no toys, no story time, 
reduced opening. Visitors ask about events and places to go, but the library does not 
always have the information to share on request. Books are not refreshed enough and the 
lift is broken. 


A few people said the market is underused and should be a feature; “it needs updating, 
not knocking down.” There were 15 comments about lack of public toilets in Holmfirth 
centre. Better disabled toilets and changing facilities are needed. It is an obstacle to older 
people going into Holmfirth. “Decrepit” changing facilities at Sands, no land drainage to 
pitches leading to cancelled games due to water logging, no spectator provision and 
limited car parking. The KAL facility is an asset but the gym is an inadequate size for the 
Holmfirth area. 


Some services, particularly those needing advice such as families and special needs are 
not available. Some facilities are difficult to access for people with mobility difficulties and 
those with prams. 


Suggestions: 
Prioritise local independent shops. More distinctive shops that offer a better quality of 
experience and product. Become a high-quality food destination or restaurant to attract 
visitors. Have regular active markets – farmers, craft, antiques and “make the market a 
focus for regeneration.” Improve access to events and activities for those who can’t 
afford. Alfresco café culture. More collaboration between businesses. 


More electric vehicle charging points, seating, public toilets, cycle racks, better signage, 
mobility friendly destination, access for all to buildings. Convert empty buildings into 
affordable homes, pop up cafes, stalls in outdoor pedestrian areas. More cultural spaces, 
museum for visitors, funding to improve the Civic Hall and Tech for the community. 
Updated library reading material and study space that young people can use, a toy 
library, entertainment for young families. 


235 people commented on this theme.










Work and local economy 

Key issues: There were 87 comments which said the 
economy is limited. Business rates and rents are high. 

“The only businesses that survive are hairdressers, beauty 
parlours and charity shops.” Job opportunities are limited to 

hospitality, retail or leisure and tend to be part-time or 
minimum wage (shops, restaurants, pubs) and entry level. There are limited 
opportunities for young people to get work experience or Saturday jobs with 
local businesses, who employ older people, family and friends. 


Low footfall of people during daytime trading hours. Public transport is not reliable for 
workers coming into Holmfirth. Not enough parking for people working in the centre. A 
couple of people said the local economy is affected by traffic congestion at the lights of 
the main junction, particularly on Victoria Street and Huddersfield Road. Some businesses 
said they are concerned the Kirklees Council traffic plan could force town centre 
businesses to close. There is no compensation for businesses and lack of information is 
preventing businesses from planning. 


A few people commented on a lack of investment in the local economy; “other than 
house building and supermarkets.” Land designated commercial such as Prickleden is 
readily changed to housing. Not enough development has been allowed for residents to 
work locally. Not enough small office blocks and industrial units. No workshare or 
touchdown space. 


There were 52 comments Holmfirth has a thriving small business community. There are 
lots of self-employed people. Retail, office based services and suppliers like the micro 
brewery and the winery. The Brook Motors site has split into smaller units that are all 
taken. Plenty of opportunities for voluntary work too. There aren’t many empty shops. 

In the past few years more spaces have been created for small businesses and start-ups, 
for example Holmfirth Techs co-working scheme. New independent businesses are 
opening particularly in the hospitality sector. There is a strong evening economy, with bars 
and entertainment "getting a coffee bar culture.” People can drop off CVs and shops 
advertise on Holmfirth events page. Volunteering opportunities exist with local groups, in 
particular environmental groups. 


32 people said they are retired or not working, so felt unable to comment. 


Overall 

score

4.3

“There is initiative and innovation here. 
Continue to build on tourism, not Last of Summer 

Wine. Move on!”

“Market has been run into 
the ground by Kirklees and the ex-

tourist information centre is an 
eyesore.”

“Bang average if honest. We are 
seriously behind other towns such as Uppermill 

or anywhere really.”



Suggestions: 
Support for local independent businesses - better broadband, more office space, 
affordable rents. Promote small enterprises, spaces for start-ups. Invest in mill sites for 
commercial use. Business hub for people working from home in Edinburgh Woollen Mill 
building. Controls on housing development and landandproperty banking (especially by 
overseasandabsent landlords). 


Promote technology, tourism and the market. Open, covered weekly and monthly markets 
such as craft and food. Facilitate growth of the green economy and the service sector. 
Regular dialogue and sharing information with local businesses on plans and timing of 
roadworks and forecast planning in particular for the road traffic scheme in the centre, 
compensate local businesses. 

 
223 people commented on this theme.


Housing and community 
 
Key issues: Participants made 150 comments about the 
lack of affordable homes in the Holmfirth area. Very few 
affordable homes in new build estates. Too many £500k+ 
developments, 4-5 bed homes in the last 15-20 years for 

commuters. Poorly designed, poor quality houses on small sites. Most 
developments have no facilities for children to play, routes to access the 
countryside, gardens are too small, no allotments and no shared areas to meet people. 
Some developments cause flooding.


Lack of 2 and 3 bedroom properties with outdoor space and parking. Not enough mid-
range, typical family homes with gardens. No one-bedroom houses have been built on all 
the new build projects over the last ten years, or around Holmfirth town centre. There is a 
shortage of rental properties and rents are high. There is nothing under £500 per month. 

A lot of the housing stock is old and poorly insulated. Eco Holmes is trying to address 
this. The Neighbourhood Plan should help maintain good design. Little commitment to 
climate change - builders not including proper and good insulation, heating systems 
(solar panels or air source heat pumps) as standard in new builds. 


There were 63 comments stating there is not enough housing for first time buyers, young 
people and young families, and that “they are priced out of the market.” Too many houses 
are bought for private rental which inflates prices for first time buyers and young people. 

There were 37 comments that there is a variety of property sizes and types, good quality 
and sufficient housing for a range of incomes (£100k to £1m). Better than many areas. 


Overall 

score


4

“You need to commute to find a job that 
pays more than basic wage. A necessity for 

raising families.”

“If you want a job as a bar 
tender or a shelf stacker, Holmfirth is the 

place to be.”



26 people commented on the impact of house building on the local infrastructure such as 
roads and services, no access to public transport, impact on traffic and pollution. One 
person commented that school numbers are falling as families with young children cannot 
afford to live in Holmfirth. There is no investment in infrastructure. 


There were 17 comments stating there is not enough housing for people wanting to 
downsize or for older people. Bungalows get snapped up quickly, often by developers to 
knock down or extend upwards. Many people live in houses that are too big for their 
needs in outlying villages. There is a lack of provision for the elderly in the centre of 
Holmfirth close to amenities and facilities. The Council’s elderly and disabled housing for 
rent is no longer restricted to this group. 


17 people commented there are too many holiday homes, AirBnBs and second homes – 
and lower sense of community and safety.


Suggestions: 
More affordable housing for young people and families, such as 1 or 2 bedroomed 
properties. More homes suited to older people, including bungalows and accessible 
homes needed. A retirement living development. More social housing. Homes closer to 
places of work. Homes for local people. Strict rules on mixing older people with younger 
people in social housing. More control through the planning process and section 106 
process, to ensure that private developers build more smaller homes.


Eco-friendly housing. Build on brownfield sites, not green belt. Smaller scale 
developments of quality homes, and use local builders. Less development of commuter 
estates, and more social spaces on new developments, for example children’s play areas. 
Passive house standard for new builds. Planning approvals should focus on 
environmental impacts. 


Renovate the large number of derelict houses, by compulsory purchase if necessary. Air 
B&B’s - people should have to apply for ‘change to business use’. Regenerate and 
repurpose spaces - mix residential and commercial to reinvigorate the centre. Improve the 
conservation area housing around the town centre. 

 
273 people commented on this theme


“Poorly built, generally ugly houses 
with no regard to climate change such as 

solar panels.”

“There is choice if you 
can afford it.”


“The town is becoming a rich 
ghetto and younger people and 
families are being priced out.”



Social contact 
 
Key issue: Participants made 151 comments that there are lots of 
groups and places to get involved in all sorts of community 

activities. Sports, crafting, U3A groups, arts, church groups, 
rotary, probus, cycling and walking groups, plus library groups. 


The cricket club is a focal point during summer months. The 
festivals are a great opportunity as well, bringing in external visitors. Venues 

include the Civic Hall, the Tech, the library, village halls and Sands. There are 
many coffee shops, bars, restaurants and music venue. 


Holmfirth is a friendly place with good social networks and lots of volunteers for events 
and festivals. Events such as the arts festival, folk festival and food festival encourage 
good community integration by offering free events. COVID has had an impact on groups.

There were 49 comments from participants that said opportunities to meet people in 
Holmfirth are limited. Community activities are not well advertised and not easy to find 
without Facebook. It is often difficult to find out online when village halls are open and 
how much they cost to hire.


There are few places for people to sit and relax other than Holmeside Gardens. Not 
enough outside covered areas and indoor spaces suitable for meeting up with families. 
The adult education centre was a significant loss for cross community contact. There is a 
lack of opportunities and facilities for teenagers to meet. There is no large space for 
community lunches. Buildings such as the Civic Hall and Tech are in poor condition.

An ageing group of volunteers do most of the hard work to put on events or run groups. 
Kirklees Council has withdrawn a lot of grant support from community and arts activities. 
There is a lot of isolation on the estates.  Kirklees Council's Community Plus and library 
connect people to groups and activities. 


Suggestions: 
A thriving local market, music venue, teen café, facilities for young people to meet, large 
central pedestrian area, for example Hollowgate, and green space with seating. Central 
indoor space for toddlers and young children to play and parents to meet in winter. 
Covered meeting spaces in parks. A community hub. Develop facilities at the Civic Hall 
and Tech. 


Create more social spaces, for example renovate the currently empty Holmfirth mills and 
renovate it into a larger library, café and coffee shop, study area and social space. Study 
space in the centre of Holmfirth for high school students. Turn a large retail unit into a 
commerce centre for start-ups. 


Use Section 106 money from developers to support community groups, youth groups, 
venues and festivals. A local directory or platform of activities and spaces to promote to 
local people and visitors.


215 people commented on this theme


Overall 

score

4.9








 

Identity and belonging 
 
Key issues: There were 194 comments that said Holmfirth has a 

strong positive identity and sense of community. Many said 
they are proud to come from Holmfirth or live in Holmfirth. 
Most villages have community groups and clubs. People are 

friendly and look out for each other. 


The local business groups put a lot of effort in around Christmas, Easter and other 
celebrations to ensure Holmfirth town centre is welcoming. The local film, art, food and 
drink festivals all help, with the result “they make living in Holmfirth feel special.” People 
are happy to spend time on improving Holmfirth. 


Holmfirth is popular with walkers and bikers, has a good range of independent shops and 
the quirky houses and rugged landscape. In the UK many people are aware of ‘last of the 
summer wine’ country. The Tour de France gave people a boost. People said they are 
proud of its unique character, personality and heritage such as coal, sheep (textiles) and 
quarries which could be brought to life and promoted to tourists. For example, Magnum 
quarry and history of Hade Edge. 


There were 50 comments that Holmfirth does not have a positive identity or sense of 
belonging. Reasons include over development, crime, loss of connection and social 
isolation due to covid. Too much emphasis on Last of the Summer Wine and cheap 
shops. Shops are allowed to display temporary vinyl signs. Holmfirth's history is not 
displayed and has no cultural museums, or visitor centre.


Some people said there could be more inclusion and diversity. It is hard for people who 
move to Holmfirth. There are local organisations that promote events, but does not seem 
to be interaction between them. Many of the "older end" block positive ideas for 
enhancing the area. Racist language and sexism were mentioned as negatives. The 
centre isn’t welcoming for disabled people, and there have been no events to support the 
LBGTQ+ community.


Suggestions: 
A clear identity and vision for the town. Rebrand Holmfirth centred on the river, its history 
and the coming 'green' challenge of climate change - a cultural heritage museum and 
waterwheel, covering the mills and the contribution of waterpower to the valley's success. 


Overall 

score

5.3

“Holmfirth’s festivals are 
owned by and rooted in the 

community.”

“For teenagers I am only 
aware of one youth club.”

“A huge amount going 
on and the social capital of the 
area is huge ... like really, really 

huge.”



Promote and share stories about the built heritage, history, art scene and landscape 
beauty. A Heritage and Visitor Centre offering opportunities for education, research and 
entertainment. Rebrand as a cycle town. 


A set of standards and uniformity for shop fronts, fixtures and fittings on-street with 
colour scheme. Refurbish old shops. Encourage local shopping for example a website 
and delivery and collection option. 


Opportunities for young people to meet and have recreation, supported by Kirklees 
Council. A youth forum.


Feeling safe 
 

Key issues: There were 120 comments that people 
felt safe in Holmfirth centre. Holmfirth is safe in 
comparison to other places. It is safe walking 

around during the day. Good street lighting, more buildings in use 
throughout the day and evening, and use of social spaces on the streets 
makes the centre feel safer. 


There were 75 comments that people do not feel safe in and around the centre of 
Holmfirth, in particular after dark, in an evening and at the weekend due to drunken 
behaviour. Victoria Park and the skate park at Sands Rec are specifically mentioned. A 
few people said vehicle crime and burglary has increased recently. Online there is quite a 
lot about car theft and burglary. Gangs of youths move from Sands to the town centre, 
which “can be intimidating, particularly to older residents.” 


There were 16 comments about unlit areas in the centre that feel uncomfortable to walk 
through at night, for example the churchyard and footpath over to Crown Bottom. Sands 
Rec can be unsafe at night as it is a “dark hidden spot.” Not enough street lighting, new 
solar lights in the area are “not fit for purpose”, with some street lighting obscured by 
overgrown trees, such as along Woodhead Road between the town centre and Burnlee 
Road.


There were 34 comments about anti-social behaviour. Drunken antisocial behaviour is 
common on weekend evenings. CCTV in the centre has lowered the number of late-night 
weekend brawls. Plants ripped out of the community garden, broken bottles on 
pavements, cars speeding. 


Overall 

score

5.2

“As a black woman who has moved in, I 
have found this a positive experience.”

“Holmfirth is a truly individual 
place and should be kept that 

way.”

“The history of Holmfirth needs to be 
sung from the rooftops.”



There were 33 comments about lack of police presence, in particular weekend evenings 
in the town centre. Much minor crime isn't reported because it's seen as a waste of time. 
Crime against business is generally ignored by the police. Police officers don't have time 
to deal with the smaller things that can make a big difference, like graffiti or anti-social 
behaviour. 


Suggestions: 
Extra policing at night time and weekends outside pubs. Re-open Holmfirth Police 
Station. A walking Police presence in the town centre. Better lighting in snickets and 
passages and on the river walkway from Crown Bottom car park to bus station (on the 
riverside, River Holme Connections group – possibly low-level ambient lights in certain 
places only due to wildlife corridor).  Improve CCTV. Speed cameras on Station Road. 
Teach young people how to keep safe. Children’s parks need to be made safer (broken 
glass and vandalism). Create central safe space for families to socialise. 


227 people commented on this theme.








Care and maintenance 
 

Key issues: There were 123 comments that buildings 
and spaces in Holmfirth centre are not well cared for, that 

“the centre looks tired,” and “there is an air of shabbiness 
and neglect.” 


There were 44 comments that buildings are not well maintained. Upper 
storeys with leaking rooves. Vacant commercial properties look uncared for. Buildings 
owned by Kirklees Council are neglected. The old tourist office looks abandoned. The 
library is not in a good state of repair. The market hall is not looked after. Some shop 
fronts need repainting.  


There were 102 comments that the town generally looks clean and tidy. Most buildings 
are well cared for. Flowerbeds in parks are well maintained. Individual premises are 
attractive. 


Overall 

score

4.5

“My teenage son was 
assaulted on a night out in 

Holmfirth recently.”

“Walking as a lone female – 
better lighting, visibility and safe 
spaces to go to if needed would 

help.”

“Good network of 
neighbours who keep an eye 

out.”



There were 42 comments about the contribution of volunteers. They do litter-picks, clean 
road signs, paint signs, clear graffiti, maintain community garden and allotment spaces 
and support projects such as the community vegetable garden. Volunteers mainly come 
from Holmepride, River Holme Connections and HOTT (Holmfirth Transition Town). 


There were 28 comments about poor maintenance of streets. Dirty road signs are 
“unreadable”, and there are potholes, dog mess, and poorly kept road furniture and 
“ramshackle” signage. Some benches are neglected and rotting. Repairs to public 
footpaths are slow. Vegetation overhangs pavements, pathways and roads. Some setted 
streets, back street handrails and river path could do with maintenance. Lots of potholes 
are patched up but heavy rain and frost undo the work, for example South Lane. 
Roadside drains are rarely cleared.


Commercial and recycling bins are over full or not emptied enough. Not enough rubbish 
and recycling points. The recycling bottle banks at Crown Bottom car park are often full. 

There were 27 comments about poor maintenance of parks and green spaces. Parks are 
often vandalised. The play area in Victoria Park is in a very poor state of repair. Dog mess 
and broken glass are an issue. Rubbish bins are overflowing at Sands skate park and play 
area. Half mowed grass, untidy flower beds and “just generally all round scruffy.” Workers 
won’t remove branches, broken bushes or grass cuttings. There is dog mess and grass 
cuttings on football pitches and “nothing happens if its reported.”


Suggestions: 
Rejuvenate derelict mills, creating living spaces in vacant retail units and upper floors. Sell 
the old tourist information office for office space or develop as a shared community space 
or shop, using it for pop up art. Redevelop the empty shopping centre space as a 
community space, put a map of the centre in the old tourist information office window.


Encourage property owners to repair and maintain buildings, paint and enhance shop 
fronts, support shops to enhance frontages, use heritage paint colours, heritage windows 
and doors. Planning enforcement of conservation area signage, demolish ugly buildings, 
put hoardings on renovation sites.


More litter bins in the town centre and in parks, improve recycling and refuse facilities 
around the centre. Maintain streets, clear weeds, manage weeds with sustainable 
methods, repair pavements and roads, clean and renew traffic signs (no longer legible). 
Replace footpath signs. 


244 people commented on this theme.



 “Lower Mill Lane 
is not maintained unless we ask the 
council to fix something, a shame 

because of the lovely river 
setting.”“Thank God for Holmepride because 

without them the whole town would look a 
reight mess.”



Influence and sense of control 
 
Key issues: There were 131 comments from participants who said they 
do not know whether their views are taken into account and if they have 
influence. Sometimes consultation takes place after plans are made, for 
example recent initial proposals for redeveloping the centre of Holmfirth. 
The outcomes of surveys are not always reported. Not sure if comments 
are taken on board or if there is a master plan. Too many politically led 
decisions. Kirklees Council lacks creative ideas and imagination. 


Kirklees doesn’t have easy ways to get road or lighting issues fixed or respond to 
concerns about road safety. People have been asking for changes for years, such as 
more footpaths, better school parking, safer roads, speed humps, better signage, 
improvements in parks. Planners ignore local residents. 


Not always easy to get involved. Some community groups are tight knit, those who shout 
the loudest are heard. More voices need to be heard and a wider variety of people to be 
involved. Lack of communication if people are not on Facebook. 


There were 74 comments from participants with an alternative view, that people do feel 
able to take part in decisions and change things for the better. There is a 
lot of local consultation and people do get the opportunity to state their 
views if they wish. 


Residents, businesses and local volunteer and action groups being asked for views 
about the area has improved over the past couple of years, which is positive. The Parish 
Council communicates more. Community participation in the control of assets, like The 
Tech building, is welcome. There are lots of community groups encouraging people to get 
involved. 


Suggestions: 
More regular surveys and feedback, publicise them more, more opportunities to voice 
opinions online, face to face discussions and direct engagement with the community. 
Promote Holmfirth with neighbouring areas. More information and publicity about what is 
going on. More opinions from people who live in Holmfirth. Set up a Holmfirth unitary 
district council. Pay more attention to the parish council and their ideas and involvement. 


206 people commented on this theme.


 

Overall 

score

3.9

“It feels as if this is 
just 'to show' - a means of 

councils and associations being able 
to say they have consulted as 

required.”

“The community is a 
force to be reckoned with. Together they 
stopped a Tesco coming to town and a 

new road system.”

“As a business owner in the 
centre, I feel as though it’s a closed shop. 

The local Holme Valley Review has run a few 
articles quoting Holmfirth business reaction to 

changes. I have never been asked my 
opinion.”



Your voice, your Holmfirth score sheet 

How participants scored Holmfirth Town Centre on a scale of 1 to 7, 

whilst talking about 14 different themes:


466 people participated in the Holmfirth conversations, 

completing 434 assessments.  

The overall scores are the Mean average of the 434 assessments.


Overall Age 25 

to 44

Age 45 

to 64

Age 65 

to 75+

Male Female

Moving around 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.7

Public transport 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1

Traffic and 
parking

3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3

Streets and 
spaces

4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3

Natural space 5.2 5.3 5.2 5.3 5.2 5.3

Play and 
recreation

4.6 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.6

Facilities and 
amenities

4.8 4.9 4.8 4.9 4.8 4.9

Work and local 
economy

4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3

Housing and 
community

4 4 4 4 4 4

Social contact 4.9 4.9 4.9 4.9 4.9 4.9

Identity and 
belonging

5.3 5.3 5.4 5.3 5.4 5.3

Feeling safe 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2

Care and 
maintenance

4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5

Influence and 
sense of control

3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9



Overall scores for Holmfirth town centre 

Full data is available at:

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

Identity and belonging 5.3

Natural space 5.2

Feeling safe 5.2

Social contact 4.9

Facilities and amenities 4.8

Play and recreation 4.6

Care and maintenance 4.5

Work and local economy 4.3

Streets and spaces 4.3

Public transport 4.1

Housing and community 4

Influence and sense of control 3.9

Moving around 3.7

Traffic and parking 3.3
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