
 
Listening to Thornhill Lees 

21st June to 1st August 2021 
What we did

Dewsbury South ward councillors and Kirklees Council asked local people what they 
think about the neighbourhood of Thornhill Lees.  We asked people who live in, work in or 
visit Thornhill Lees about what works now, how things might change in the future and 
what matters most to them. We used a tool called the “Place Standard” which 
encourages conversations about your local place, by using some simple questions.


Who participated? 
A team of 12 volunteers talked to people in many local places across Thornhill Lees, 
including local schools, the community centre, shops, businesses and places of worship.  

We went door to door across the neighbourhood to reach as many households as we 
could. We talked to residents in the street, parks and at local bus stops. 


265 citizens took part, completing 264 Place Standard assessments.  
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What participants said 


Moving around 



Key issues: The highest number of comments on this 
theme were about the local footpaths and cycle 
routes being poorly maintained and overgrown.   

Litter is strewn and not gathered up, there is pot holed 
paving, loose stones, as well as bushes and branches that need cut back. 


For a couple of locations there were concerns about dog poo not being picked up, as well 
as some drug paraphernalia being left around. 


Locations highlighted included the public right of way from Thornhill Lees to Thornhill (top 
of Parker Road and Long Causeway), from Thornhill to Whitley, as well as those near 
Brewery Lane, especially the footpath to the Greenway. The bags tied to the railings on 
Brewery Lane bridge and the litter on the overgrowth underneath the bridge were flagged 
up.


Concerns were raised that access to safe walking routes is poor for the elderly and infirm; 
signposting could be improved, and surfaces can be slippery, potholed, litter strewn and 
overgrown. For those that cannot walk very far, there are not enough seating areas. There 
can be poor or no accessibility for wheelchair users and people pushing prams. 


Residents wondered why Kirklees is encouraging residents to make more use of the 
footpaths and cycle routes but are not maintaining them.  The Greenway isn't very well 
connected as it is in other areas of Kirklees - disjointed and not continuous to help you 
get from one town to another without exiting it. 


Cycling is limited as there are not many cycle routes. There aren’t many routes on the 
main roads and side streets. There is always congestion on the main roads, which always 
puts cyclists at danger. Roadworks take place every other week.


Lots of cars parked on pavements are restricting access for walking, too much traffic, and 
car pollution were mentioned. Lack of police officers and CCTV to catch reckless drivers. 


There was concern about what the Riverside development would do through the loss of 
greenspace (woodland and riverside) for housing.  


People can also feel unsafe, through groups ‘hanging around, smoking and spitting’, as 
well as cars speeding along roads often in the middle of the night (Brewery Lane).  
Brewery Lane needs a zebra crossing. The Greenway is unsafe for people, especially 
women alone, and routes in general are unsafe at night.  


Some commented on the good access to the canal and to the greenspace around 
Dewsbury golf course and welcomed the addition of the walking track around Lees Holm 
Park. 


Overall 

score

3.9



Suggestions: 
All cycling and walking routes need upgrading and more are needed. Crossings at busy 
junctions need to be improved, especially at Forge Laine round-abouts, as well as more 
speed bumps. Make the canal path easier to walk on and use, also add more seats. 


166 people commented on this theme.


Public transport 


Key issues: Most comments (56) were about the 
overall service, routes, and networks of which 33 
people made positive comments and 23 people 
felt that services are not good or poor. Thirty-four 

people said they do not use public transport. 


There is a good bus service, access to main routes and plenty of services to get to 
Dewsbury Town centre. However, there is no connection between Thornhill Lees and 
Dewsbury and no bus service on Ravensthorpe Road or Lees Hall Road. The routes of 
buses have been reduced, so it can take much longer to get from place to place. There is 
no bus service on a Sunday. Monday to Saturday there is only one bus per hour from 
Ouzelwell” or a long walk along Lees Hall Road.”  To get to Pontefract or Pinderfields it 
takes two buses to Dewsbury hospital to catch the hospital bus, “not a good arrangement 
when you are worrying about someone.”


It was commented public transport is safe and easy to get on for a disabled person but 
there are not enough service routes. Buses do not go to train stations (no link from 
Thornhill Less to Dewsbury train station), buses will go to Dewsbury bus station, and it is 
a walk from there to Dewsbury train station, “hard for an elderly person or person in a 
wheel-chair.”  Cannot get to Huddersfield without a bus ride to Dewsbury first or a walk 
into Ravensthorpe for a bus or a train. 


Some people said the transport is good and normally on time apart from when roads are 
closed or temporary traffic lights are put up, which happens a lot. Recently in June, July, 
Forge Lane and Thornhill Road were both closed for 3 weeks or so. “Absolute chaos on 
the other roads and routes i.e., Savile Road, Slaithwaite Road etc.” 


Overall 

score

4.3

“Too much traffic. Lees Hall 
Road "nightmare". Not wide enough. 

Getting into Dewsbury awful. Never seen it 
this bad”.

“As a young woman I don’t feel 
safe walking/riding about anymore round 

where I live.”

“Cars are always 
speeding like crazy and 

walking and cycling around is 
very dangerous.”

“Fly tipping is on a major scale, 
no one seems to care.”



Some buses cannot get through certain routes because of the huge number of parked 
cars and inconsiderate parking.  It would be better for buses to drop them off at the 
beginning of Ouzlewell Lane.


There are mixed views on the reliability of bus services. Some commented the buses are 
very frequent and reliable in Thornhill Lees.  Others said buses run late and a lot of them 
are cancelled or delayed daily, “public transport from Thornhill Lees is only to Dewsbury 
when they turn up.” It leaves pensioners with the only option of paying for expensive taxis 
if they need to get out.  One person said buses are not safe at night.


While some said bus fares are reasonable, many commented they are expensive and not 
affordable for everyone.  


Ravensthorpe train station has very limited journeys and slow trains using this service. 
Ravensthorpe station does not provide adequate links to places of preference.


Train services are very busy during peak hour, “sometimes to the point where very few 
people are able to get on.” Train rides are expensive. The grand central train directly to 
and from London is good from Mirfield. Ravensthorpe train station is close by but has 
very limited journeys. 


It was commented Ravensthorpe train station is small with minimal use and no on-site 
staff. Train stations are old, they do not offer appropriate service for disabled people. The 
access to these stations is difficult, poorly lit and offers poor shelter for the weather 
conditions. 


Suggestions: 
Better access to places such as Huddersfield and Wakefield without needing to go into 
Dewsbury. We need buses to take us to Pinderfields hospital and other places like 
Heckmondwike Grammar school. Bus stops could be improved and more lighting 
provided. Bus stops are within walking distance but could be more frequent and would 
benefit from having electronic timetables. Ravensthorpe station - more security cameras 
are required.  Train often late usually due to signalling problems. Rail infrastructure in 
urgent need of upgrade. Overall, transport services need to be much more affordable.

 

250 people commented on this theme.


“Ravensthorpe Station is cool in a 
vintage, small village kind of way, but a very 

dated station all the same”.

“No seating at any bus stops, it’s like 
people don't count living at Thornhill 

Lees”.



Traffic and parking 

Key issues: This theme has the lowest overall score of 
all 14 themes, as well as the highest number of 
comments made.


Most people were, in general, unhappy about traffic and parking 
conditions right across Thornhill Lees, although some locations were 
mentioned more than others. 


Volume of Cars and Parking Problems 
The highest number of comments (62) related to there being too many cars for the roads 
and parking infrastructure to be able to cope safely and effectively.  Households have 
commonly 2 or 3 cars, and there are too few parking spaces.  Where roads are narrow, 
parking on both or either side of the road can add to congestion, and difficulties driving 
through the neighbourhood.  There are too few parking spaces.


Many residents see having their cars as a necessity today, especially households with 
larger families and older children.  They also like to be able to park outside their own 
homes. 


Locations named most frequently:  Lees Hall Road, Brewery Lane, Ouzlewell.  

Difficulties parking at or near mosques at prayer times, was raised as a concern to nearby 
residents.


The other major parking and congestion issue was outside schools at drop off and pick 
up times, with many parents choosing to drop off by car even when they may live close 
by the school. 


Congestion 
55 residents were concerned about the levels of congestion across the neighbourhood, 
especially on the two main roads going in and out. 


A few people expanded on their concerns about congestion in general to include the 
number of HGVs along these main roads in and out of the neighbourhood, and the level 
of pollution all this traffic is causing, with resulting adverse impact on health.


Speeding and Dangerous Driving  
44 people raised issues they are aware of about speeding and dangerous driving.

The location most named was Brewery Lane, with ‘boy racers’ using it as a racing track, 
often at 2am and 3 am.  


Lees Hall Road was of concern in terms of speeding, and several of the road humps 
installed already, had no impact at all.  


Increased strain on roads with new development  
Four people raised specific concerns about the impact on the road system, with the event 
of the planned new 4000 homes on Dewsbury Riverside.  One linked this to the impact on 
Ravensthorpe Road, and the pre-existing level of problems arising from the gyratory, in 
terms of traffic congestion and flow.  


Overall 

score

2.9



Suggestions: 
Parking permits. Speed cameras in key spots and fines/prosecutions advertised.

Increased parking areas created. 

New housing – need to allow for 3 cars per household in terms of new parking spaces. 

More and more effective traffic calming.



257 people commented on this theme.


 
Streets and spaces 



Key issues:  
Litter and fly-tipping 
There were many comments about regularly seeing 
litter around the neighbourhood on streets and public 
spaces, and that this is a too common occurrence.  

The pathway beside the canal was identified as needing 
clearing of litter and fly tipping, as well as the Greenway and Forge 

Lane. 


Parks and Facilities  
Parks and facilities need better maintenance, and facilities require updating and 
increasing in range.  


Concerns raised about the play area in Lees Holm Recreation Ground being poor.  The 
walking track around Lees Holm is viewed as a positive, but benches, bins, flower areas 
would be welcome.


More and more imaginative facilities needed for older children/young people. Exercise 
area for adults and skate park suggested. 


The play areas and basketball court in Ouzlewell are seen as poor and in need of an 
upgrade, as well as being strewn with rubbish and broken glass.

   

Maintenance of Public Spaces 
Residents would like to see this improve; with additional bins, and bins emptied, and 
scattered litter cleared more frequently.


“Too many cars and 
too much traffic in the area 
and will only get worse post 

the riverside project 
delivery.”

“Need either private 
parking permits on some 

areas or more double 
yellow lines. During the day 
traffic is bad and at night 

boy racers take advantage 
of the long road making it 

a hazard”.“Traffic at peak time of 
school runs, lunch time runs, 

school home time runs, and 9 to 
5 workers runs is 

horrendous!”

Overall 

score

3.6



Various areas were identified as becoming overgrown, and therefore less likely to be 
walked through, used for their intended purpose and having an adverse appearance.  
Grass cutting is not as effective as it could be, with cuttings not getting removed and 
plants beside footpaths becoming overgrown, attracting littering.   


Appearance of buildings and streetscape  
Viewed in general as not well maintained and not pleasing to look at.  

Pavements can have weeds at the edges and in cracks, and problems with roads 
because of lack of regular maintenance. The number of potholes is increasing. 


No community meeting or gathering areas.

      

Dewsbury Riverside Development  
Concerns about the loss of the greenspace and wildlife in the development area.  Some 
comments that more greenspace is wanted, rather than more housing.  


Safety 
Comments about people feeling unsafe in some public spaces, especially at night and 
after dark.  


Beauty 

Area seen by some as beautiful and green but tarnished by lack of places to meet and sit 
and enjoy it. 


Suggestions: 
More signage is needed to indicate what is where across the neighbourhood, highlighting 
the walking and cycling routes. More cycle routes, bins and benches and a more obvious 
community meeting space or community garden.



145 people commented on this theme.





“Forge Lane area at night 
is not safe at all.”

“Littering is a big issue in all 
the green spaces.”

“The greenery you 
are going to build on is the land 

used by Pipistrel bats for feeding at 
night. It also hosts roe deer, badgers, 

hedgehogs, foxes, red squirrels and a lot 
of trees that have been there over 200 

years”.


“Vacant land, foot paths and the 
canal around Brewery Lane has 
been poorly maintained and isn't 

very attractive.”



Natural space 
 
Key issues: The natural green spaces are valued by the 
community and there are a lot of footpaths that lead into the 
countryside, but many people are unaware and there is little 

information about them available. 


The Greenway is a great place to exercise, but is not well connected to the 
footpath network.   


Better maintenance of the neglected grounds, bridleways and footpaths is required, and 
attention paid to perceptions and incidences of antisocial behaviour, litter, fly tipping and 
dog mess.


Play equipment and surfaces need modernising with more play opportunities for a wider 
age range.  The walking track around Lees Holm Park has really improved access to the 
area and given the park a new lease of life. 


The canal provides a lovely place to walk and is a natural lifeline, but many commented 
on the rubbish and fly tipping the area suffers, leaving it feeling run down and neglected 
and for some, unsafe.  


There are limited public spaces which are accessible to wheelchairs and prams and a lack 
of seating was highlighted by more than 10 people. 


Some felt the peaceful enjoyment of open space was spoiled by traffic pollution and the 
noise and danger of speeding cars and motorcycles. 


Suggestions: 
Better maintenance of the towpath and footpath network would open access to prams 
and wheelchairs. Seating areas that are attractive to people for rest stops and socialising. 

A lot of improvement needs to be done on the park to make it more fun and enjoyable, so 
more children can come. Bins and flower planters would reduce litter and improve the 
look of the area.  



145 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.9

“Compared to the green 
spaces and landscape that is found 
next door in Mirfield, it's like the two 

areas are worlds apart!”

“The canal as well as countryside 
walks would be pleasant if they were 

well maintained.”


“I would love to walk by the 
canal but I'm actually afraid”.



Play and recreation 
 

Key issues: Many comments were about a lack of good 
quality age-appropriate play equipment in local parks.  In 
Lees Holm Park, the play equipment is described as not 
looked after and needing increasing, improving, or replacing.  

The new walking path is described as brilliant and is used every 
day.

  

There is a lack of opportunities for adults to engage in outdoor recreation, as well as older 
young people and children, or anyone with disabilities.


Smaller parks and spaces lack investment and maintenance, so are not used, becoming 
areas of fly tipping, littering and anti-social gathering.  


There was a call for the youth centre/library to be reopened.  


3 detailed responses praised the contribution that Lees Hall playgroup makes to families 
in Thornhill Lees, supporting vital life skills here that will mould them into future 
generations.  


Suggestions: 
More challenging play and recreational opportunities for teenagers including skate park, 
courts, football pitches and bike tracks. Outdoor gym equipment suitable for adults would 
provide a wider range of activity, not forgetting the need for public gardens with flowers 
and benches where the elderly or anyone can enjoy the outdoors and company. More 
bins to reduce litter and improve attractiveness. Let existing parks benefit from 
investment from the new housing development. 

 
175 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.1

“Please give more space for 
others in this new community where you are 

removing safe outdoor spaces for 4000 
homes.”

“We have to travel out if we want 
our kids to play in nice spaces”.

“Nothing for children with disabilities in the area.”



Facilities and amenities 
 

Key issues: The potential need for the relocation of the 
mosque and nursery, because of the Dewsbury Riverside 
development, generated the most comments about facilities 
and amenities.


Comments were that the Muslim community view this facility as essential to 
support their needs in relation to prayer, community, funeral, educational and nursery 
facilities.  


The second highest number of comments were to the effect that the range of facilities 
and amenities across the neighbourhood are good. 


Local schools, the GP practice, pharmacy, and nursery were described in positive terms, 
as well as the ‘decent shops within walking distance’. 


Residents were concerned that the library that was located next to the Thornhill Lees 
community centre had been closed.  It was seen as a place local people could go to meet 
and feel safe doing so.  It was also viewed as a learning facility for adults, and that has 
gone with its closure.  


Thornhill Lees Community centre seems closed most of the time, with residents not 
knowing what is on or available there. 


There is nowhere for local people to get together at a community level – either outside or 
inside – unless they are attendees at the local mosques.  


Poor cycle routes need upgrading and there are not enough activities to support a healthy 
lifestyle available locally, such as yoga, an outdoor gym or walking group. 


People commented they can feel unsafe in certain areas, especially in the evening or 
night, which means they are less likely to access facilities and amenities.  Request more 
visible policing to help with this. 


Suggestions: 
A walking group would be a good idea. Local or closer NHS dentist with capacity to take 
on more patients. Somewhere to go out for a coffee or a meal, and where you can sit 
outside. A pub.


149 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.7

“We had a good 
community centre, but we have 

nothing now.”“The mosque fulfils 
many of the needs of the local 

community and works on various 
projects to help those struggling 

and in need.”

“No gym. No youth club or Sure Start 
centre. No clubs for children to join. No mother and baby 

classes. Lack of sitting areas in parks.”



Work and local economy 

Key issues: The highest number of comments were about 
the fact that local jobs available are in the main low skill, 
low wage and can be zero hours contracts.  Most are in 
retail or manufacturing.  


14 commented that anyone wanting a better quality job needs to travel out of the area to 
Leeds, Bradford, Huddersfield and Mirfield. Difficult for graduates to find any jobs that 
match their level of skills. 


There was a call for more jobs that young people could realistically apply for, and more 
volunteering opportunities to help them get experience.  There needs to be more help for 
young people looking for work.


Some felt there had not been enough effort to reinvigorate the local economy.

A small number felt it was acceptable/alright on the jobs and local economy front.  


A few suggested that women need more support and encouragement to enter the job 
market locally, and that the potential closure of the Lees Hall nursery due to the Dewsbury 
Riverside development would be detrimental to that. 


A request that local jobs be advertised locally, and the lack of a neighbourhood newsletter 
was mentioned.


Some locally may not have the essential digital skills, hardware, software, and data 
necessary for modern job searching.  


Suggestions: 
Better and more training opportunities for young people and adults. More volunteering 
opportunities and more opportunities for all ethnic groups. Use available spaces better to 
create more jobs and training, local industrial estates, colleges, and schools.


139 people commented on this theme.

 

Overall 

score

3.2

“No training or learning 
opportunities for young people. No job 
centres or places for people to access 

computers or support.”

“There are no local jobs in 
Thornhill Lees or Dewsbury.”



Housing and community 
 
Key issues: The highest number of comments were to the 
effect that there is a good range of housing across the 
neighbourhood; enough range of sizes, prices, and most of 
good quality.  By and large they accommodate peoples’ 

needs. 


10 comments that there is a need for more housing across the neighbourhood, especially 
to accommodate larger families, and a need for more social housing. 5 comments were 
that house purchase and rental prices are already too expensive for local people.  It is 
especially a problem for young people and those wanting to purchase or rent their first 
home.


10 comments that there is more than enough housing already, and that any additional 
housing will put too much strain on the transport and travel infrastructure and other 
facilities and amenities.  


Concerns that some landlords do not maintain their properties to a good standard, and 
some charge too much rent, especially given the state of the property.  

There is not enough available parking per household. Larger households can have 2 to 3 
cars or more.  Without significant additional parking capacity, additional housing will just 
add to the problems.  


8 comments were that the Dewsbury Riverside development is not wanted or needed.  
The roads and traffic infrastructure could not cope. Valuable greenspace and wildlife will 
be lost through the development.  


There are some hotspots for fly tipping and for rubbish in gardens, with Ravensthorpe 
Road specifically identified in relation to gardens.


Older people express concern that areas of housing that were previously exclusively for 
older people have been allocated to younger people, and there has been an alleged 
increase in noise disturbance, with older people feeling less safe.  

Internet access can be patchy and expensive.


There is a need to plant more trees, so the neighbourhood looks ‘greener’.

Some housing problems can take a long time to get sorted, such as damp in Council 
Housing.   


Suggestions: 
The Dewsbury Riverside development should have a mix of different types of housing. We 
need housing to be affordable to so that more people can own a home. Do not let the 
development rip us off on house pricing. Limit the number of houses until investment and 
improvements are made to the facilities to support extra housing.


128 people commented on this theme


Overall 

score


4









Social contact 
 
Key issue: A high proportion of the comments that were made 
suggested there was an overall lack of community spaces and 

activities which would allow them the opportunity to contact 
other people. 


People felt the community centre had a role to play, some 
questioning if the centre was still open, but many asking for a broader range of 

activities. 


In several responses, people suggested the there was a “lack of community and very little 
cohesion across the area.” People felt that this was due to a range of different social 
issues. 


There was recognition of some of the local outdoor spaces that people can access, 
however people said that they felt that there was a lack of ‘resource’ at these places. 
People would like to see more benches, canal upgrades, play areas upgraded.  

People made comments regarding not feeling safe in the area, especially on an evening. 
Some comments specifically related to general anti-social behaviour and a lack of 
policing.


Some said they must travel out of the area for social contact with comments relating to 
Dewsbury Town centre and other local shops, and people feeling like they didn’t have the 
right information to be able to access activities. 


Suggestions: 
The community centre needs to provide courses like it used to. Not aware of any activities 
to socialise provided by the Council. Need more mosques in heart of communities and for 
these to be open to locals from all faith backgrounds. With lockdown affecting everyone 
to some extent there is a need for more mental health services. More mother and baby 
spaces would be good. A cafe at Rectory Park.


144 people commented on this theme


Overall 

score

3.3

“A lack of quality council 
housing as many houses have been 

bought privately. Young people in small 
flats not always a good mix with older 

residents. Older terraces not suitable for 
families with several cars as no 

parking is available.”

“We do need 
more homes, but not at the 
expense of worsening local 

facilities, amenities and 
infrastructure.”

“The new 
riverside development will only 

add to the flooding on my street. Traffic 
will be horrendous; my road is like a 

motorway already dread to think what 
the extra traffic will be like from 

all the houses.”






Identity and belonging 
 
Key issues: Comments suggest people feel that within their very 

local place they are connected to other people and that they 
felt supported or neighbourly. Comments mentioned about it 
feeling like a “positive place”.


However, other comments suggested that there was a sense that 
the community lacked cohesion and opportunities to come together, to form a 
‘community’.


Some people suggested that the area had changed drastically, that they felt they would 
now prefer to leave as a result. 


Several specific comments related to the history of the area and that it wasn’t recognised 
or celebrated enough locally. People also suggested that the area has lost its identity. 

Further comments suggested that there had been a lack of investment in the area, with 
people stating that it is run down or that there is a lack of care / cleanliness which made 
the area undesirable. 


Some comments suggested that there were a range of concerns regarding safety and 
anti-social behaviours.


Suggestions: 
More needs to be done to tackle islamophobia. (a religion which teaches peace and 
kindness to others and good conduct). This will help bring communities together and 
bridge the gap between all race and ethnic groups and understand each other better.


127 people commented on this theme.




Overall 

score

3.9

“There 
are local parks but no 

benches or specific areas to sit 
in. No benches along the canal 

or litter bins.”


“We need a nursery, library, 
and places to eat as well.”

“We need more access for 
people to be able to socialise, both 

outdoor and indoor. There has been a 
growth in housing development but very slow 

improvement in shops/amenities and the 
local community development.”


“I have made myself learn more 
about the local community and its history 

which is very strong. I doubt that will be enhanced 
by or communicated to the new inhabitants of 

the 4000 new homes.”

“My children and grandchildren were also born 
and raised in this village, and we have always enjoyed 

living here.” 



Feeling safe 

Key issues: People do not feel safe, especially at 
night.  A high number of comments are about 
crimes and how crime rates are rising, though most 

instances of crime appear to be heard about rather than reported. 


ASB driving is a major problem with young people driving late at night, with noisy engines 
and going too fast. 


The lack of a police presence is mentioned several times, as is the number of people seen 
dealing and taking drugs. 


A significant number of people felt happy and safe living in Thornhill Lees, but observed 
they fear the area is going downhill in terms of feeling safe.


Suggestions: 
Having a police presence who act when a crime is committed. Residents would like to 
see consequences for people who break the law. They would also like to see more 
officers, such as dog wardens and traffic wardens. There is a need to tidy public areas. 
The council needs to invest in more workers to cut back and remove overgrowth on a 
regular basis. There is also a need to remove fly tipping from the canal and railway 
embankments. Better traffic management was suggested with the installation of speed 
bumps, crossings, cameras, and a reduction in speed limit. Meeting places to socialise 
and events organised so people could get to know each other. Councillors must become 
more involved at a local level. They need to share information with the residents, so they 
know what is going on. Residents want to talk to the people they feel make decisions on 
their behalf.


143 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.9

“Bad driving and boy racers at 
all kinds of day and night which is 

VERY unsafe. Drug dealings all 
over Thornhill Lees, nothing gets 

done about it.”

“We don’t have 
proper kids playing area facilities, park 

with playing equipment, safe environment, 
outdoor meeting area with table and seating, 

exercise area, skate or bike area.”


“Clear litter and 
rubbish from railway 

embankments and get canals 
dredged. Protect our 

wildlife.”



Care and maintenance 
 

Key issues: The largest number of comments were 
about the amount of overgrown vegetation present in 

local parks and on the canal, pavements, and paths in the 
area.  People said it makes the area feel unkempt and 
uncared for and that it makes the pavements difficult to use.   


Another key issue is fly tipping on the canal, in parks, above the station and on residential 
streets. One person commented that Kirklees do collect the larger items from a site that 
has been fly tipped on, but often they leave the residual mess, such as smaller bits of 
cardboard or cans.  


62 people commented on the amount of litter or rubbish left in public spaces. Those who 
raised this issue often shared that this could make the area feel dirty and unclean, with 
some people making the link between littering, fly tipping and the presence of rats in the 
area. 

Dog fouling is a further issue that was mentioned by 23 people, with many stating that 
this is a problem in public spaces across Thornhill Lees, such as in parks and on 
pathways. Some think more dogs poo bins are needed as well as making sure dog 
owners are more responsible. 


A couple of people did mention that they felt as though some of the local parks are well 
maintained but many people thought that they suffer from the issues mentioned above, 
such as littering, fly tipping, dog fouling and overgrown vegetation. However, some did 
add that they feel the parks are unsafe and need lighting. 


Some people mentioned that there is a lack of residents associations in Thornhill Lees 
and suggested that if there were more of these, local people might be able to do more to 
look after their area.   


Suggestions: 
The area is poor in respect of maintenance - provide grants and compulsory 
maintenance. The grass needs to be cut more. Council need to clear overgrown weeds in 
a lot of areas that are for public use. Canal walkways need resurfacing, vegetation 
trimming down, to make it more welcoming. It’s not safe for bikes. It really needs a 
facelift, needs lights on there and really bring it to life, so people will use it more.


138 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.5

“The spaces surrounding the 
area are well cared for, they are very well 

maintained.”

“Rubbish and fly 
tipping is a big issue, plus roads 
not repaired properly and some 

buildings not maintained. Thornhill Lees 
is no longer an attractive village.” 




Influence and sense of control 
 
Key issues: Many people said they do not feel informed 
enough to be able to take part and share their views. 

Some people stated that they would like to become 
more involved in decisions and actions that affect their area, but feel that 
the opportunities don’t exist or are not sufficiently communicated. 
Another stated, “How can we take part in what happens in our area if we 
don’t know what’s going on to start with, or where to get involved or how to get 
involved?” 


Other people commented that they don’t feel heard when they do get involved, with some 
suggesting they believe there is a lack of information about how to get involved, 
specifically to restrict the ability of local people to share their views.


A specific example of a decision in which residents don’t feel heard is in relation to the 
Dewsbury Riverside Housing development, with many people commenting they tried to 
raise their concerns and thoughts about the development, to what feels like no response. 

One person shared that they have tried to work with the council in the past to ensure that 
community voices are heard in decisions effecting Thornhill Lees, but resulting action can 
be so slow they lose hope. 


Some respondents expressed that they feel only certain demographics within Thornhill 
Lees can utilise influence and others expressed they feel like they only have access to 
their Councillors during election periods. 


One person also shared that they feel they have received too many consultations recently 
and they should have been spaced out, but also stated that despite the amount of 
consultation documents they have received, they feel like they are “talking to a brick 
wall”. 


A significant number of residents commented a simple ‘yes’ in response to whether or not 
they feel able to take part in decisions and help change things for the better. 


Suggestions: 
Better communication is needed. First time in 8 years have I as a resident been invited to 
do a survey like this. Need more input and ideas from us. 


119 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.1

“No idea where 
and when meetings are held 
so can’t help with decision 

making.”

“I feel I could take part 
but being listened to by the council is 

another thing.”

“How can we take part in 
what happens in our area if we don’t 
know what’s going on to start with or 

where.”

“Tried to 
have ourselves heard about the new 
development; it's still going ahead.”

“I believe that my opinions will be 
heard and taken into action.”



Ask Thornhill Lees score sheet 

How people in Thornhill Lees scored their place, on a scale of 1 to 7, 

whilst talking about 14 different themes: 

265 people participated in the Thornhill Lees conversations, 

completing 264 assessments.  

The overall scores are the Mean average of the 264 assessments.


Overall Age 25 

to 44

Age 45 

to 64

Age 65 

to 75+

Male Female

Moving around 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.8 3.9 3.9

Public transport 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3

Traffic and 
parking

2.9 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.9

Streets and 
spaces

3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6

Natural space 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9

Play and 
recreation

3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1

Facilities and 
amenities

3.7 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.8 3.8

Work and local 
economy

3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2

Housing and 
community

4 4 4 4 4 4

Social contact 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.2 3.3 3.3

Identity and 
belonging

3.9 3.9 3.8 3.8 3.9 3.9

Feeling safe 3.9 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.9 3.8

Care and 
maintenance

3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5

Influence and 
sense of control

3.1 3.1 3.2 3.1 3.2 3.3



Overall scores for Thornhill Lees 

Full data is available at:

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

Public transport 4.3

Housing and community 4

Natural space 3.9

Moving around 3.9

Identity and belonging 3.9

Feeling safe 3.9

Facilities and amenities 3.7

Streets and spaces 3.6

Care and maintenance 3.5

Social contact 3.3

Work and local economy 3.2

Play and recreation 3.1

Influence and sense of control 3.1

Traffic and parking 2.9
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