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Ask Shepley – turning our conversations into action 
 

 
What we did in Shepley  
In March 2019, 400 people took part in the Ask Shepley conversations, sharing what life is 
like in the village. The conversations were led by a team of 20 local volunteers. We used the 
Place Standard tool (this is a way of having conversations about any place – it could be your 
street, neighbourhood or town). There were 318 Place Standard assessments completed.  
 
Conversations were either one-to-one, in groups or took place online. There will be many 
more opportunities to continue the dialogue about what needs to be done, to get involved 
in the actions and to share ideas and comment. 
 

 
 
Ask Shepley was led by local volunteers from Shepley Village Association, in partnership 
with Kirklees Council. The aim was to give people a voice, encourage people to take part in 
the local community and to gather information to help the community plan for future 
needs, in collaboration with local organisations.   
 
Ask Shepley overview & Results summary with full data 
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/ask-shepley/  
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2019/06/26/ask-shepley-results/ 
 
Shepley Village Community website 
 https://www.shepleyvillage.org/about/ 
 
Shepley Community Facebook group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/348230121915949 

https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/ask-shepley/
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2019/06/26/ask-shepley-results/
https://www.shepleyvillage.org/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/348230121915949
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About Shepley village 
Shepley village is 8 miles south east of Huddersfield in a semi-rural setting. 
 
Population 
2,765  Total population (2018 ONS estimate)  
1,347  Male 
1,417 Female 
547 Age under 16 
289 Age 16 to 29 
443 Age 30 to 44 
834  Age 45 to 64 
651 Age 65 plus 
97%  White British 
 
Number and type of households 
1,080  Total households (ONS 2011 census) 
1,205  Houses or bungalows 
16  Flats or maisonettes 
341  Single person households (Council Tax 2019 
 
Economy 
2,056 people were in employment and 63 were unemployed in 2011 (ONS census).  
Most people travel to work by car or van – 1,045 in 2011 (ONS) 
 
 

 
 

This information is from the Kirklees Observatory: https://observatory.kirklees.gov.uk/ 

https://observatory.kirklees.gov.uk/
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Ask Shepley results 
 

 
 
How people in Shelley scored their place, on a scale of 1 to 7, whilst talking about 14 
different themes, and how many comments we received about each of these themes 
 

Category  Number of 
comments made 

Scoring Range Average Score 

Moving around  108 1-7 5.1 
Public transport  188 1-7 3.5 
Traffic and parking  192 1-7 3.2 
Streets and spaces  77 1-7 5.6 
Natural space  76 3-7 6.1 
Play and recreation  119 3-7 4.7 
Facilities and amenities  160 2-7 5.4 
Work and local economy  84 2-7 4.3 
Housing and community  110 2-7 4.7 
Social contact  153 1-7 4.9 
Identity and belonging  85 1-7 5.7 
Feeling safe  61 1-7 5.9 
Care and maintenance  79 2-7 5.3 
Influence and sense of control  71 1-7 4.5 

 
Full results, including information about how different people responded, are available at: 
https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2019/06/26/ask-shepley-results/  

https://howgoodisourplace.org.uk/2019/06/26/ask-shepley-results/
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Strengths in Shepley   
 
Identity and belonging  
Participants said there is good community spirit in Shepley, friendly residents, welcoming 
people and an overall sense of belonging and pride in living in the village. This theme had 
one of the highest overall scores, although not everyone currently feels that they belong. 
One useful comment was that people themselves need to make an effort to participate in 
the activities that are available. Another said that it can take courage to join in. With the 
inevitable expansion of the number of houses in the village, the challenge is to ensure that a 
feeling of belonging and identity is promoted.  
 
Suggestions from participants about identity and belonging: 
The Village Magazine is helpful for this - could it be printed locally? 
 
Feeling safe 
Despite the high overall score, out of 61 comments made only 41% were positive, with 
worry about the perceived lack of police presence, concern over recent burglaries, drug 
dealing, cold calling and groups of teenagers loitering. Other safety issues related to traffic 
problems of speeding through and around the village, thoughtless parking, lack of street 
lighting near the station and lack of gritting on pavements. 
  
Suggestions from participants about feeling safe: 
More speed cameras on the main roads. Better system for the traffic if there is an 
accident. More police presence. 
 
Natural space  
The village has access to some excellent natural spaces but some of the paths need 
improving and can suffer from dog poo deposits. Beautiful woodland walks and open fields 
but not in general much that would allow access to anyone with mobility impairments. The 
area around the war memorial is of great historic interest and has volunteers who lovingly 
care for it. Cliffe House has amazing grounds. There is a good recreation ground, although 
the play equipment would benefit from an update. There is a great play space on Jos Lane. 
 
Suggestions from participants about natural space: 
Perhaps there could be more natural spaces for those with mobility challenges and the 
elderly. A barrier to stop parking on the big green. Open the grounds at Cliffe House up for 
more use by the village.  
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Challenges and issues in Shepley 
 
Public transport 
The train is seen as better than buses, but access is difficult for older residents who live at 
the top of the village. Parking at the station is an issue, together with access to the Barnsley 
platform and poor lighting. The bus service is widely seen as poor, inadequate, infrequent 
and often late. The last bus from town is at 6pm and there is no Sunday service. Journey 
times to Huddersfield are seen as far too long (the bus does not go direct into town).   
 
Suggestions from participants about public transport: 
Better bus shelters needed, especially by the Library where young people wait for the bus to 
school (The shelter at the top of Cliffe Road is good). Improvements in punctuality and 
frequency are needed for both services. Stagger the bus and train timetables and make 
improvements to links to Leeds / Sheffield and Huddersfield, with parking. Improve access 
to the platforms. 
 
Traffic and parking 
Traffic speeding through the village. Difficulties parking throughout, but most acute on 
Station Road by the shops and down by the station, on Firth Street at school times and on 
Lane Head Road just below the garage. Accident black spots at Carr Lane and Sovereign 
Junction. People have difficulties getting out of drives due to poor visibility caused by 
parking. Some road surfaces are in a poor state- Lea Drive and The Knowle. The pedestrian 
crossing has poor visibility when crossing the main road to Bridge House.  
The right turn out of the Bridge House offices into Abbey Road North is dangerous, due to 
speeding and on street parking. 
 
Suggestions from participants about traffic and parking: 
New road design needed, maybe traffic lights and more enforcement either by police or 
speed cameras. 
Improve crossing points on the main road. 
More on-site parking is needed at Cliffe House and at Shepley train station. 
Have an arrangement to use the car park in the Black Bull during the day on weekdays. 
The road leading to Stocksmoor could benefit from a mirror at the top corner. 
Introduce a one way system around the village or restrictions on parking. 
 
Work and local economy  
This theme also scored low. Local firms can struggle to recruit as public transport is poor 
and expansion is difficult due to planning issues and poor parking. The village has lost 
several local firms recently.  
 
Suggestions from participants about work and local economy: 
A space for local small businesses and traders, with parking. 
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Ideas and actions 
 
These actions were identified by a working group of local residents, ward councillors and 
parish councillors, facilitated by Shepley Village Association. The working group plan to start 
these actions, working with partners, and to regularly seek the views of the local community 
on progress and give feedback about the actions. 
 
Action Plan 
Seven key areas for action were prioritised by people in Shepley in July 2019, after they 
were asked “what do we focus on now?” These are: 

1. Improve parking on street corners, which obscures access points and sight lines, at 
key locations: Shepley Station, outside the shops, on Firth Street at school times and 
below the garage on Lane Head Road. 

2. Reduce traffic speeds on the A629 and Marsh Lane. 
3. Improve provision of affordable housing in the village for young adults and older 

people.  
4. Improve bus journey times from Shepley to Huddersfield.  
5. Tackle dog fouling. 
6. Protect existing facilities and amenities.  
7. Improve facilities for teenagers.  

 
Action  Theme  Detail  

 
Leads / Partners 

1 Traffic and 
parking  
 
(joint action 
with Ask 
Shelley)  
 

Explore turning the old coal builder’s yard 
on Station Lane into a car park (would 
require permission or access from the land 
owner/s) and improvement to the junction 
with the main road. 
 

Shepley Village 
Association, 
Kirklees Council  

2 Traffic and 
parking / 
Moving 
around 

Encourage parents and carers to walk 
children to school, set up a walking bus 
that goes on Station Road and one for Jos 
Lane. 
 

Shepley Village 
Association 

3 Traffic and 
parking 

Explore Station Road one-way traffic flow 
(down the hill) to ease congestion and 
improve flow around the village. 
 

Kirklees 
Highways 

4 Traffic and 
parking 

Explore options for additional permanent 
car parking within the grounds of Cliffe 
House. For example, use the field used for 
emergency parking. 
 

Kirklees Council 
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5 Traffic and 
parking 

Improve sight lines at exit of business park 
on Abbey Road. For example, by inserting a 
concave mirror. And options outside the 
dental practice on Marsh Lane. 
 

Kirklees Council  

6 Traffic and 
parking 

Explore whether some junctions can have 
double yellow lines to prevent parking on 
them (such as Yew Tree Road) to improve 
sight lines for pedestrians crossing. Use 
communications via appropriate media to 
convey messages about considerate 
parking. 
 

Kirklees Council  

7 Traffic and 
parking  

Improve the parking space outside the 
library (at same time as creating a bus 
shelter). 
 

Kirklees Council  

8 Traffic and 
parking  

Reduce traffic speeds on the A629 and 
Marsh Lane. Review information from the 
black lines data collection and Speed 
Indicator Device (SID). Consider design of 
roads to reduce speeding and audit of 
signage. Consider enforcement action and 
use of speed monitoring devices, organise 
community speed watch. Speed reminder 
signage? 
 

Kirklees Council  

9 Housing and 
community 

Improve provision of affordable housing in 
the village for young adults and older 
people. Discuss with Kirklees Development 
Management about what is possible under 
Planning policy. Cllr John Taylor met with 
Kirklees Director for Housing on 25th 
October 2019 to discuss housing mix, type 
and tenure. Kirklees is looking to develop 
supplementary planning policies for 
housing. The Ask Shepley feedback could 
be used as part of the evidence base to 
check if Kirklees is meeting the right needs. 
An action from the meeting is for Kirklees 
Council to consider whether the housing 
needs assessment, which is done Kirklees 
wide, could be done on a smaller scale with 
Shepley village as a pilot. Engage with older 
people and younger people in Shepley to 
find out the level of need. 
 

Ward councillors, 
Kirklees Director 
for Housing  
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10 Public 
transport  
 
(joint action 
with Ask 
Shelley) 

Improve bus journey times from Shepley 
to Huddersfield: 
 
1.Discuss with Kirklees Highways, West 
Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executives 
and bus companies to find out how bus 
services are prioritised and how services 
could be influenced and improved. 
  
2.Using the bus timetables map out how 
long journey times are between Shepley 
and Huddersfield, and to / from Leeds, 
Bradford and Wakefield. 
 
3.Research how alternative community bus 
schemes are run and join in research work 
with The Bridge Community Hub (based on 
Shelley College schools pyramid).  Promote 
the existing community bus services to the 
local community including service 353 
Holmfirth to Barnsley, the Valleys 
Volunteer Car Service, and Dial a Bus 
Service. 
  
4.Look into work by the Women’s Institute 
National Federation on their theme of rural 
bus services in 2019. 
 

Kirklees 
Highways, 
Metro, Bus 
companies, 
Ward councillors, 
Shepley Village 
Association 

11 Streets and 
spaces / 
Care and 
maintenance 

Dog Poo audit:  
 
1.Local campaign in the identified locations 
and magazine article to encourage people 
to clean up after their dogs, possibly 
involve Shepley First School children. To do 
an audit in November 2019 to log where 
the problem is worst. 
 
2.Install two additional bins with labels; 
one at the entrance to Marsh Lane and …..  
 

Shepley Village 
Association, 
Kirklees 
Streetscene  

12 Facilities and 
amenities  

Protect local facilities and amenities. 
Research innovative approaches by small 
village or rural communities in other areas  
for example Rural Action Yorkshire, and 
explore options for the co-location of the 
post office, café facilities, small businesses.  

Shepley Village 
Association 
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Explore local examples. Shepley Post Office 
closed at the end of November and two 
pubs have closed. 
 

13 Social 
contact / 
Play and 
recreation 
(Joint action 
with Ask 
Shelley)  

Improve facilities for teenagers (age 12-16 
years). Discuss with Kirklees Youth Alliance 
co-ordinator (the Kirklees Youth Alliance is 
commissioned by Kirklees Council to 
engage with young people around what 
they want and to work with community 
organisations on provision, such as the 
school holiday programme. Work with The 
Bridge Hub (school community hub for 
Shelley Pyramid). Initiatives to develop 
include “dry” pubs as youth centres, shared 
transport scheme for young people and 
families to make use of local provision.  
 
Engage with young people to find out what 
they want, including 16-18 year olds, for 
their perspective on what would have 
made a difference to them 
 

 

 
 
Get involved  
To get involved or find out more, please contact: 
 
John Cowan 
Shepley Village Association 
johisown@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This document and more information is available online at: 
www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk  

mailto:johisown@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.howgoodisourplace.org.uk/

