
Listening to East Bierley - 5th to 31st October 2020 

What we did 
East Bierley Village Preservation Society (supported by the Birstall and Birkenshaw ward 
councillors and Kirklees Council staff) asked local people about life in East Bierley village. 
We used a tool called the “Place Standard”. This is a way of helping to get conversations 
going about any place (it could be your street, neighbourhood or town), by using some 
simple questions. The results will be used to create an action plan for East Bierley, which 
reflects local people’s priorities.


Who participated? 
As we were unable to have face to face conversations with local groups and individuals 
during this time, we wrote to each household in the area inviting people to take part. 
Everyone in the village had the opportunity to complete a postal questionnaire or to take 
part online. We also put posters and banners up around the village and used social media 
to encourage participation. 101 people took part via post, 58 people took part online.


159 citizens took part, each completing a Place Standard assessment. 
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What participants said 

Moving around 



Key issues: Comments about roads in the village 
focused on vehicle speed, pollution, parking (on 
and off kerbs), ‘rat runs’ at certain times of the 
day and general safety for pedestrians. Specific 
junctions and roads mentioned include Tong 

Street, Bradford Road, Hunsworth Lane, North and 
South View Road. A few raised concerns about the issue of new housing 
developments and the impact more vehicles would have.


There is good access to public footpaths, walking routes and greenspace. The Marsh and 
Green are both recognised as popular places to access. Some comments focused on a 
lack of maintenance, litter and some access issues with local footpaths.

 

Comments about cycling focused on a lack of road safety (speed and volume) and 
dedicated cycle provision.


Dog mess (and owners not fulfilling their duties clearing this up) raised some concerns.


Suggestions: The speed bumps don't stop some cars speeding through the village as 
they're not harsh enough which makes it feel unsafe when walking around south view 
road and the green. Speed restrictions through the centre may help, so it would be useful 
if some funds could be invested in this stretch of road to slow the traffic down. It is 
currently a 30-mph zone, but cars speed up to 40+ as they leave Tong Street and head 
towards Birkenshaw. A few people suggested a footpath to Birkenshaw, more notices for 
dog fouling, with seating around the pond area.


105 people commented on this theme.


Public transport 

Key issues: Some participants commented that 
access to public transport is good. Others said that 
routes may not meet expectations, with suggestions 
of a service to Leeds and Low Moor Train Station. 

Some participants also commented on the need for a bus  service running 
on Hunsworth Lane, to Cleckheaton. Further comments suggested 
problems with bus services and the daily timetabling, with services not being 
accessible early or late, and limited services over a weekend. 


Expensive and infrequent public transport was an issue for some people. Some 
comments suggest that people are using private vehicles and do not access public 
transport. 


Overall 

score

4.7

Overall 

score

4.2



People also commented about the effect of winter on bus services, with a lack of road 
gritting leading to missing services. 


Some feel that facilities could be improved at bus stops, including better seating, 
shelters, dropped kerbs and travel data.


Suggestions: Some bus stops are very exposed to bad weather, so seating and shelter 
at or near bus stops would combat this. Live travel data at bus stops would be helpful.


109 people commented on this theme.


Traffic and parking 

Key issues: A large number of participants made 
comments about vehicles speeding throughout East 
Bierley. Specific comments suggest Southview 

Road and Raikes Lane are being used as a cut through (or rat run) to 
avoid Tong Street. People also mentioned speeding on Bradford Road, 
Hunsworth Land and North View Road. Some people feel that current 
traffic calming measure do not work. 


Parking was another popular topic. Problems mentioned include parking on both sides of 
the road (limiting it to a single carriageway), parking on a blind bend and cars parked on 
the pavements blocking pedestrian access.


Parents parking outside school was consistently raised by participants, with suggests for 
further restrictions and new parking systems. There were comments in support of the 
school, asking parents to be more considerate. Parking on cricket club match days and 
during social events was also raised. 


In additional to speeding and parking, high noise and air pollution levels were mentioned, 
with people having to take additional measure to reduce these in their homes. 


Several people commented on new housing developments and the additional traffic they 
will bring to the already very busy roads. 

Suggestions: Parking restrictions at peak times need introducing by the school to keep 
one side of the road free from traffic. There are gaps by the War Memorial, on the same 
side of the road by the green and outside the cricket club, where this may be feasible.

The village may benefit from a 20mph zone speed limit.


Toftshaw Lane just above Gildersome Motors, the road is very narrow with a footpath on 
one side only. Residents park their cars (as none have driveways) outside their homes 
which results in a short stretch of road being 'single track' day and night. The edge of the 
common land opposite could easily accommodate a 'passing place' to make the road 
safer for walkers, riders, drivers and cyclists - especially as it's the main bus route 
through the village and close to a blind bend.


Overall 

score

3.3



Traffic parked on Bradford Road near the junction of South View Road, blocks the view of 
drivers exiting right out of South View Road. Double yellow lines on Bradford Road, right 
up to corner and unbroken line chevrons, would improve driver visibility. 


The Green in East Bierley should be made in to a one-way system, which would slow 
traffic down near the school. Bierley Marsh should also be made into a one way route - 
this would prevent blockages when there are several parked cars.


Active enforcement is needed rather than more passive speed restrictions, to deter 
speeding drivers.


129 people commented on this theme.


Streets and spaces 

Key issues: Lots of people really like living in East Bierley 
and said they were lucky to be surrounded by “breath-
taking views”. Public spaces are well maintained and 
there is recognition of the up keep and maintenance 
work that residents do.


The village is easy to get around and access to the village green, marsh, pond, 
playground and playing fields is excellent. People also commented positively about the 
local historical landmarks and the signage providing information. Lots of comments 
indicate there is a ‘buzz’ around the village and that people take pride in their homes and 
the area.


There are some worries about past and future building developments and the effect these 
would have across the village. A lack of facilities such as a post office and convenience 
shops are a concern. Parking generally and parking on pavements received some 
negative comments. The amount of traffic was commented on as having a negative effect 
on the village. 


“Cars drive through the 
village very fast - the bumps do not 

slow them down at all.”

“It would help if the road 
was 20mph and we had 
harsher speed bumps or 

access only.”

“East Bierley is 
used as a cut though, 

which I think should be 
looked at.”

Overall 

score

5.4

“It is a lovely village.”

“It’s a shame the 
village shop closed and hasn’t 
been reopened for anything in 

the community.”

“Existing buildings are 
attractive, especially landmarks  

such as the green, pond and war 
memorial.”



Suggestions: Rules in the conservation zone should be enforced through planning. For 
example, windows are supposed to be timber framed to protect the heritage of the 
buildings.


Metal fencing on land at the corner of North View Road and Bradford Road would make 
this less of an eyesore.


The only thing is missing are cycle paths.


96 people commented on this theme.


Natural space 

Key issues: The natural space in East Bierley is of a very good 
standard. There were lots of comments that suggest people 
feel lucky or “privileged” to live in the area. There were 
positive comments about work undertaken by the community 

to maintain and develop these spaces. 


Access to public space and footpaths is of a very good standard. Sports 
clubs in the area were all mentioned regrading ease of access and facilities.

Some footpaths require maintenance, litter picking or are blocked. Dog fouling is also an 
issue for some people. Across number of themes there seems to be a specific issue with 
horses using an area, with no horse signs. Also, disability access was mentioned. 


Traffic build-up can affect people’s access to the natural spaces though. 


There were lots of negative comments regarding future developments in the village. The 
reduction in green space and the rise in traffic are prominent in the comments. 


Suggestions:  The village green would benefit from a non-slip coating to the York stones 
during the winter months and the marsh would benefit from a small fence or bollards 
along its front with South View Road, between the school and St Luke's, to prevent 
motorists parking on the grass. 


The seating area fronting onto South View Road could be improved with a redesign. It 
looks like a 1970s add on rather than something that belongs in the village. The new flag 
pole spoils the area and should be removed or relocated. I believe that planning 
permission was never granted for its erection.


The area covering the football and rugby pitches needs improved access and the road 
upgraded. This is part of an ongoing planning application. If the developers don't tarmac 
the access road this needs to be a priority for any development plan.


More small bins needed and more frequently mainly for dog walkers to deposit their dog 
mess.


The moor at the top of the village could be improved with paths down to the footpath 
over the golf course, as at the moment these areas are not joined up.


Overall 

score

5.6



Teen shelter at the park could be useful to help older children be outdoors more in a safe 
space that's not hidden, but gives opportunity for independent outdoor activity.


Council need to cut waste strips of grass, not selective which makes village look untidy.


The nature reserve on the back of the Bradford Road, would be nice to have some sort of 
real garden with all kind of trees, shrubs and flowers.


85 people commented on this theme.




Play and recreation 

 
Key issues: Participants made positive comments about the 
outdoor spaces including communal moor, village green, 
parks, sports fields and footpaths. The local cricket, golf 
and rugby clubs also received positive comments. This was 

for things like events spaces and offer to a wide range of age 
groups. Winter reduces opportunities for local activity, with limited 

indoor or appropriate outdoor facilities. 


People are really happy to have the local resource of play facilities, but they also feel that 
it requires some development. Some people think there is limited activity for young 
people (older kids). Some suggested that the lack of things for young people to do 
contributed to anti-social behaviour and possibly littering.


It is suggested by some that the success of the local clubs contributes to some of the 
traffic issues. 


Suggestions: It would be good to have seating at the top of the daffodil field by Bierley 
Marsh so that residents could watch the children play and take in the long views over to 
the moors.


Rubbish bins around the rugby pitches would be beneficial for drinks bottles etc, that are 
left behind and poo bins for dog walkers.


The rugby pitches are great but space for other facilities such as tennis or netball courts 
would be good. Floodlights for safety and increasing operating hours of the pitches in 
winter, would maybe be of benefit.


The football posts are broken and need replacing.


A cycle path or track around the recreation field would be nice for small children to pedal 
on safely and they can also use the swings. 


Plans to reintroduce the village hall at St Luke's would be good. 


There used to be a club for the elderly on the first Monday of each month. Could the 
cricket club be used for something like this? There may not be many drink sales, but tea 

Overall 

score

5.3



coffee and cake for a certain price and a round of bingo for example, then the rest is a 
chat. 


Loss of notice board in the village for those not on the internet is a negative.


Some families didn't know about Cricket Club children's Christmas party. The Cricket 
Club have a chalk board they use to advertise. 


Usually feel safe but feel bollards around these open areas would offer more visual 
protection for children. Lighting around Bierley Marsh near the duck pond and the 
snickets would be an improvement for walkers and dog walkers.  
 
81 people commented on this theme.




Facilities and amenities 
 

Key issues: As East Bierley is a small village some people 
commented they understand that not all facilities and 
amenities will be located in the village. GP surgeries, 
shops, churches, a post office and recreation were all 
mentioned, with links to Birkenshaw or Tong.


Many participants commented on the loss of the Post Office, preschool, local shop and 
library access locally, as people feel these are important to the village. Generally, people 
believe most amenities are within an easy traveling distance. 


The New Inn local pub, Cricket Club, Rugby Club and Golf Club are seen as places that 
people can come together, but may also present opportunities for developing. People are 
concerned about school places and access to services if further housing development 
continues. People are also worried that traffic will continue to increase as more people 
use vehicles because of insufficient public transport, to leave the village for goods and 
services. Some participants are concerned about space for the school to expand 
physically. 


Participants made positive comments about outdoor community events. In contrast, 
people feel there is limited access to good community rooms or a central hub where more 
community activities could take place.


Suggestions: Facilities are plentiful, but all seem to be outside the village. The old Post 
Office is a disgrace and makes the village look run down. Could the windows be used as 
a display area is for local artists to display paintings?


It would be great to see a couple of shops or cafes within the village.


Overall 

score


4

“We us the park 
regularly - it’s clean and tidy and well 

maintained.”

“It’s a shame 
the pre-school closed. Are there 

plans for another for the 
community?”



Pity nothing is done with post office. It would be good to have a local produce event or 
farmers market monthly.


A takeaway coffee shop would be good for both walkers and parents collecting children 
from school.

 
108 people commented on this theme.




Work and local economy 

 
Key issues: People generally see the village as residential, 
with work and local economy happening away from the 
village. Surrounding areas such as Leeds, Bradford and 
other local towns provide some opportunities. There is a 
network of local trades people, who both live and work in 

the village. 


There are good transport links through to the M62 and Low Moor Station.


There is recognition of the work volunteers do, and a feeling that people might not know 
about the volunteer opportunities available through the East Bierley Perseveration Society 
and sports clubs. 


Participants commented about the loss of the preschool and the a lack of a nursery at 
East Bierley School. This suggests people must travel out of the village for these services.

A couple of participants asked questions about sixth form provision locally. 


Suggestions: Trying to encourage enterprise within the vacant shops in the village would 
be very beneficial for the area. Hopefully, the new "Village Hall" will be rented to providers 
for toddler activities, for example baby sensory. 



82 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

3.9

“Pity nothing is done with the 
post office. Could the windows be used as 

a display area, for local artists to display 
paintings?”

“I feel like we 
miss a local shop for everyday 

amenities.”

“East Bierley is a small village so 
we have to look more widely, outside of the 

village.”

“There are no major 
opportunities.”

“The village does not 
provide work to support the 

local economy.”



Housing and community 
 
Key issues: People feel that the village has a good mix 
of housing ages, types and styles, although there may 
be a lack of sheltered housing. The area is seen as 

desirable and a place where people want to live. The 
village aspect is important and something that our 
participants said they do not want to lose. People take 

pride in their properties. 


People have opposing views about potential housing developments. Some people say an 
appropriate number (size and range) of good quality and well designed houses would be 
beneficial, whilst others are completely against any further development. 


Some participants said that there isn’t the infrastructure to support further development, 
with roads and school places being key areas of concern. Others are concerned about 
the effect on natural spaces and resources.


There were also some comments around affordability of both current homes and for 
further developments. 


Suggestions:   
Older residents are trapped in inappropriate outdated housing that does not meet their 
changing needs. Single storey private accommodation options are limited, so people are 
either stuck in inappropriate housing or have to leave the village they have spent their 
lives in to move elsewhere.


85 people commented on this theme


Social contact 
 
Key issues: There is a good community spirt in East Bierley village. 
The sports clubs are useful places to meet up with people and do 
offer social opportunities. The work undertaken by the East 

Bierley Preservation Society is recognised as contributing 
positively to the community. 


Green spaces are very popular and seen as good places to meet people. 

During the pandemic people seem to have used social media and were happy 
to see the support that was available.  


There is a general lack of access to an indoor family or community space. Places like the 
village hall and churches were mentioned as places that are no longer available. 


Overall 

score

4.6

Overall 

score

5.2

“Would be nice to use 
the church building as a 

community space for social 
contact.”

“There is a need for over 55 
year old people to have community 

based apartments.”



People suggested a coffee shop or places to eat would be a good addition to the village. 
Some said there is a lack of provision for children, young people and older people.

Some people commented on the need to develop the pub, from a social point of view and 
physical aspect.


Suggestions: A cafe would be a good place to meet people and relax. Evening classes at 
local schools. Need to advertise - say on a notice board of what is coming up, for 
example social meetings and sports activities.


85 people commented on this theme


Identity and belonging 
 
Key issues: People talk positively about being from East 
Bierley. They are neighbourly and the area has a positive 

identity. Local history and culture is known and 
celebrated. 


Residents recognise the work of the East Bierley Preservation 
Society. They also feel that the local schools and sports clubs support the 

feeling of a good community. 


Building developments are a challenge to maintaining this sense of community. 

Some people suggested that it can be difficult to become part of the community, if they 
are not seen as being from the area. Lack of community groups is a common comment, 
which people feel prevents them playing a more active role in the local community.


Suggestions: More information needed from local groups. Many elderly residents do not 
have internet access.


74 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

5.7

“Limited daytime 
opportunities for groups to 

meet.” “No covered 
meeting space 

outdoors.”

“I really feel that older 
people feel rather isolated. As friends we 

knew are dying there are not enough people 
to talk to. Do we matter?”

“Recent events have 
been very good, would like 

to see more.”

“More info needed from 
local groups. Many elderly residents 

don’t have internet access.”

“The history, heritage and 
culture is not known by most of 

the residents.”



Feeling safe 
 

Key issues: Lots of people commented that generally they 
feel safe around the village and that people are 
neighbourly. 


There were lots of comments regarding crime and possible risk of crime. 
There were several mentions of burglaries and car crime in the area. 
People feel there is a low police presence and that response times are not 
very good. 


Speeding was mentioned in several comments, in relation to Bradford Road, Hunsworth 
Lane, Raikes Lane and Cliff Hollins.


Litter and general traffic – such as quad bikes, noisy vehicles and poor driving skills – and 
lighting were mentioned by participants as reasons why they do not feel safe. There were 
a few concerns about fly tipping around Cliff Hollins Lane and Hunsworth Lane. Some 
people also commented on low-level drug taking, with associated criminal activities. 


Suggestions: Some drivers speed far too fast up Bradford Road, making it a worry to let 
young children walk to secondary school or elderly people cross to get to the post.


Street lighting, especially Southview Road, is not good and improvement in lighting may 
improve feeling of safety in less public areas, such as Bierley Marsh and the snickets 
leading to this.


Need video cameras down Raikes Lane, Cliffe Hollins and Hunsworth Lane.


83 people commented on this theme.


Care and maintenance 
 
Key issues:  People take pride in the appearance and 

upkeep of their homes. The green spaces are well loved 
and kept tidy. People recognise the work of neighbours, 
volunteers and the preservation society in keeping the 

gardens, green space and village looking tidy. The hard work and success 
of gaining the Green Flag award is also recognised by our participants.


Fly tipping happens in the area on Hunsworth Lane, Cliff Hollings Lane and around Nab 
Lane. There are a small number of dog owners who don’t clean up after their dogs. Lots 
of people commented about the lack of recycling facilities and said that the street bins 
need emptying more frequently. Some said that council-maintained land could do with 
more regular upkeep.

 

Suggestions: Fly tipping down Hunsworth Lane. Can we please have a 'No Tipping' 
sign?


84 people commented on this theme.


Overall 

score

5.4

Overall 

score

5.2






Influence and sense of control 
 
Key issues: Lots of participants commented that the East 
Bierley Preservation Society best support village residents. 

Alternatively, some people feel that they are not always well 
informed about activities or that the success could be celebrated more. 
Local members are easily contactable.


Lots of residents feel that although comments regarding housing development are taken, 
they are not always listened to. This has an impact on people’s sense of influence. 


Suggestions: A notice board in the area of the green would be a good idea to inform 
people. 


72 people commented on this theme.




Overall 

score

4.6

“Fly tipping is frequent 
nuisance and at times is 

dangerous.”

“Great deal delivered by local 
residents and volunteers to maintain 

village landmarks, benches, pathways 
and grassed areas.”

“East Bierley is well cared for by 
the many residents, who seem to value 

being part of the village.”

“We have some great walking 
routes, but we attract dog walkers 

who do not pick up after themselves. 
It’s everywhere.”

“I’m aware there is a 
community group, but not aware of 

how to get involved.”

“There is a good local community 
which is well supported, but there is a tendency 

for Kirklees Council to ignore the views of 
inhabitants.”

“The preservation society do a lot 
of work in the village, but I think they do not 
expose themselves to enough to let others 

be involved and have a say.”

“We only have 
the preservation society, who 
do their best to keep people 
informed of the goings on in 

the village.”



Listening to East Bierley score sheet 

How people in East Bierley scored their place, on a scale of 1 to 7, 

whilst talking about 14 different themes: 

159 people participated in the Listening to East Bierley conversations, 

completing 159 assessments.  

The overall scores are the Mean average of the 159 assessments.


East Bierley 
overall

Age 25 

to 44

Age 45 

to 64

Age 65 

to 75+

Male Female

Moving around 4.7 4.4 4.6 3.9 4.7 4.7

Public transport 4.2 3.5 4 3.3 4.2 4.2

Traffic and 
parking

3.3 3.3 3.7 3.1 3.3 3.3

Streets and 
spaces

5.4 5.1 5.1 4.4 5.4 5.4

Natural space 5.6 5 6 5.8 5.6 5.6

Play and 
recreation

5.3 3.6 5.1 4.8 5.3 5.3

Facilities and 
amenities

4 3.6 4.4 5.2 4 4

Work and local 
economy

3.9 3.5 4 3.2 3.9 3.9

Housing and 
community

5.2 5.1 5.6 4.9 5.2 5.2

Social contact 4.6 5.1 4.9 5.4 4.6 4.6

Identity and 
belonging

5.7 5.1 5.2 5.5 5.6 5.7

Feeling safe 5.2 5 5.2 5.9 5.2 5.3

Care and 
maintenance

5.4 4.9 5.2 4.8 5.3 5.4

Influence and 
sense of control

4.6 4.1 4.3 4.3 4.6 4.6



Overall scores for Listening to East Bierley 

Full data is available at:

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

Identity and belonging 5.7

Natural space 5.6

Streets and spaces 5.4

Care and maintenance 5.4

Play and recreation 5.3

Feeling safe 5.2

Housing and community 5.2

Moving around 4.7

Influence and sense of control 4.6

Social contact 4.6

Public transport 4.2

Facilities and amenities 4

Work and local economy 3.9

Traffic and parking 3.3
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