
Using the Place Standard  
in local places in Kirklees 




Communications guide 

Our towns, villages and communities are the strength of Kirklees. People who live in these unique 
places have asked us to do more to recognise this. Our citizens want to have more of a 
conversation about what matters in our places, and more of a voice in what happens here. 


We’re changing our approach to citizen engagement because of this. 


As part of this new approach, we’re now supporting communities across Kirklees to use a tool 
called the Place Standard. It’s a way of helping to get conversations going about any place (it 
could be your street, neighbourhood or town), by using some simple questions.


In some areas, community groups or volunteers are running the activities, and in other areas these 
activities are being run by Kirklees Council’s staff, ward councillors or partner organisations. We’re 
here to support everyone who wants to get involved. 


We’ll help you with communications at all stages of your activities. We’ve developed an approach 
that focuses on the unique identity of your local place, whilst connecting you clearly to our wider 
work around growing a stronger local democracy in Kirklees.


We can offer: 
Printed promotional materials 

Place Standard engagement materials

Digital images & social media content

Web pages & email sign up form for citizens

Advice and support with working in the open

A template script for you to customise

An online calendar to co-ordinate volunteers

Documents for sharing the results


We ask that partners: 
Work with us to customise the materials

Take part in training about using the tool

Share information via local networks

Provide content for our websites

Are willing to work in the open

Use the key elements of our standard script

Encourage volunteers to participate

Are happy for us to publish the results 

 
We share Place Standard activities via: 
www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk	 	 	 

www.DemocracyCommission.org.uk 

@kirkdemocracy 


http://www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk
http://www.DemocracyCommission.org.uk


Printed materials 
We’ll design and print materials such as leaflets, postcards, posters and banners to help you 
promote your activities. We’ll work with you to make sure these materials are right for your area.


Online engagement 
We’ll help you to get people involved in your activities, and to share the results, by creating blogs, 
news stories and social media posts. We’ll also give you a set of digital images to help with this.


Timeline 
To make sure that we can get everything ready for you in time, we will follow this timeline:


  www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

8 weeks before We’ll know the activity name, when it’s happening and who is organising it.

6 to 7 weeks before We’ll know your general requirements, including how to present your area.

5 to 6 weeks before We’ll confirm all your key requirements so that we can create a design brief.

3 to 5 weeks before We’ll work with you to gather any info we need and we’ll agree on a script.

2 to 3 weeks before We’ll set up your web pages, then deliver your printed materials.

1 to 2 weeks before This is when we encourage you to begin your online promotion, with links.

Engagement period Please help us to get photos of some of the activities as they happen.

6 to 12 weeks after We’ll share your results online and help to promote your follow-up activities.

http://www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk
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