
Listen to Linthwaite 
7th to 31st May 2019 

What we did 
We talked to people about life in Linthwaite, using a tool called the “Place Standard”. 

This is a way of helping to get conversations going about any place (it could be your 
street, neighbourhood or town), by using some simple questions. Local volunteers will 
use the results to help make things better. The results are also available for others to use.


Who participated? 
Volunteers from Pride in Linthwaite and staff from Kirklees Council talked to groups, 
individuals and businesses. The discussions took place in community venues, on the 
streets and at drop-in events at Ruddi’s Retreat Cafe. 57 people participated online.


	 200   citizens took part in the conversations 

	 157   Place Standard assessments were completed 
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What participants said 

Moving around 

Key issues: Cycling and walking are not given priority and 
are difficult in some places due to lack of pavements 
(for example, Hoyle Ing and top of Upper Clough) 
and lack of cycle paths. Routes get blocked by bins, 
parked cars and debris (such as broken glass on 

Manchester Road). Pavements and roads are in a bad 
state of repair. Blackmoorfoot reservoir and the canal are great places to walk and 
cycle, but there are no speed cameras around Blackmoorfoot. The canal walkway 
towards Slaithwaite is in a poor state of repair (muddy and the cobbles are not easy). It’s 
difficult for prams and wheelchairs to access the canal at Low Westwood Lane due to 
parked cars. Suggestions: Resurface the canal tow path. Reinstate the crossing patrol at 
Linthwaite Clough School. Make Gillroyd Lane and school areas 20 mph zones. Protect 
walking routes on residential streets from traffic. Segregated cycling infrastructure (not on 
the canal as it’s away from where people need to be and too narrow). Fix potholes.


Public transport 

Key issues: Frequent bus service (though less frequent 
to the top of Linthwaite) and various routes. Poor 
services in an evening, weekends and bank holidays. 
Some services are not reliable for getting to work in 

the town centre. Poor transport links to areas other than via Manchester 
Road and to Manchester. It’s expensive to use, especially for families. Metro 
don’t enforce use of disabled seating areas on buses. Old transport stock is slow, 
dirty, packed and unpleasant. Bus stops are conveniently located but there is a lack of 
bus shelters.  Suggestions: Evening and weekend bus services to Heights, 
Blackmoorfoot, Upper Clough, as well as A62. Circular bus route to link up Linthwaite. 
Bus services to Lockwood and Slaithwaite train stations. Cycle racks buses. Lower fares. 


Traffic and parking 

Key issues: Parking is a major issue in Linthwaite. Lack 
of customer parking on Manchester Road means the 
shops are not used and is why the shops don’t get let 

often. Parking on double yellow lines on Manchester Road. Speeding on 
Gillroyd Land and Manchester Road between Linthwaite and Slaithwaite. 
Lack of speed cameras. Dangerous parking on Waingate, Causeway Side, 
Clough, Hoyle Ing. Not enough parking for new build houses. Gardens are being 
turned into parking spaces, which has a negative effect on wildlife and surface water 
drainage.  Suggestions: Pay and Display parking - council could rent the spare land at 
Colne Valley Business Park. Disabled parking bays by shops. One way systems around 
schools, and crossings. Use double yellow lines, traffic calming and single file parking. No 
parking at bottom of Slant Gate. Zebra or pelican crossing on Manchester Road. Parking 
near the dentist - ask Royal Oak for permission. Sign to restrict lorries. Parking warden.
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Streets and spaces 

Key issues: Linthwaite lacks a natural centre and the main 
shopping area on Manchester Road is rundown and 
unattractive. For example: Mallinson’s Mill, the demolished 
dye works, poor shop fronts, unauthorised signage around 
the Biz Space complex at Bar Gate and on both sides of 
Colne Valley Business Park. There are good landmarks, 


local history and views from the Heights, but not enough is made of them.  
Suggestions: Big green welcoming signs to the village. Improve shop fronts. Buildings 
should be maintained or sold to someone who is willing to maintain them in original state.


Natural space 

Key issues: The amazing countryside is Linthwaite’s best feature, 
with spectacular views. People are concerned that housing 
developments are reducing the accessible natural spaces, for 
example off Hoyle Ing and above Heath Road. There are also 

issues with quad bike users, mountain bike users, inconsiderate 
dog owners, rubbish and smashed bottles thrown into the waterways.  

Suggestions: Seating and rest areas on the canal, reservoir and public footpaths 
near Heights, Downing Street and High House Edge. Give over more of the village green 
on Royd House Lane to wildlife or a community garden. More bins for dog waste.


Play and recreation 

Key issues: The parks are unattractive and need updating - 
poor surfaces and broken play equipment. Access to the park 
off Pennine Gardens is dangerous and it’s not safe to use with 
a waterlogged pitch and smashed glass. The large open 

spaces at Clough Park and Broad Oak Park are good for young 
people to kick a ball (though no goal posts) or just play. Good 

recreational activities such as bowling, cricket and tennis, but they are not well 
publicised. No affordable activities for older teenagers to do and nowhere they can hang 
out.  Suggestions: Cheaper swimming. Make school fields and facilities available to the 
public. Land next to Clough school could be used for play. Open a youth club. More out 
of school activities. A skatepark. Update parks and equipment. Indoor or outdoor art hub.


Facilities and amenities 

Key issues: Very little facilities for the number of houses. Too 
many takeaways. People have to travel to other areas for 
Doctors, chemist, supermarket, fresh food shops, library. 
Lack of public toilets (toilets at the Business Park are poor). 
There are no cafes to meet friends or hang out after school. 

Shopping in Linthwaite isn’t pleasurable. Suggestions: Regenerate key areas. 
More variety of shops, fresh food, GP. Community hub or centre with café. Toilets.
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Work and local economy 

Key issues: With the exception of Thornton and Ross, there is 
very little in terms of good quality work locally. Most people 
commute to neighbouring areas for work. Local people are 
keen to support local businesses, but the shops have 
limited offering and close down regularly. Public transport 

and childcare are an issue when accessing work. Poor internet connections 
mean that people are unable to work from home.  Suggestions: Encourage 
emerging technical industries and jobs to the valley. Affordable business rates. Installation 
of fibre broadband. Mallinson’s Mill could be an amazing community hub with facilities.


Housing and community 

Key issues: Overall Linthwaite has a good range of 
housing, with a good amount of affordable housing 
(rented and owned) and a mix of old and new. A lot of 

poor quality new builds, with developments aimed at 
higher earners. Some participants said there’s a lack of 
affordable 3-4 bedroom properties and suitable properties 

for older people. People feel that Linthwaite does not have the infrastructure to 
support an ever expanding community and are concerned at the loss of wildlife.  
Suggestions: Housing on brownfield sites instead of green fields. More consideration by 
the council and developers of the local community infrastructure needed to support new 
builds. The developments that have started should be completed and held to account.


Social contact 
 
Key issues: There are activities at the Methodist church, business 
park and Ruddi’s cafe, sports clubs and working men’s clubs, but 

some feel there is little else to do. There’s limited café space and 
no community centre, hub or business association. A few people 

commented that they feel lonely. There’s little for young people to do. 
Events organised by Pride in Linthwaite, such as the Leadboilers 

Festival, are great community occasions.  Suggestions: Community places for 
people to come together and learn new skills - a centre for day classes, a café, 


a community garden (use the old band site, green space at Lane Top).  A community 
noticeboard (near to Broad Oak, by the top garage) or info point. Community web page.
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“There is a lack of 
amenities to enjoy life 

or to live on a  
day to day basis.”

“We have some amazing 
countryside where we 
live and this is the best 
feature of our village.”

“There isn’t that same 
village feel you have  
as when you go to  
Slawit or Marsden”

“As residents of the 
retirement home we 

have been taken in by 
the local community. 
We feel fortunate.”

“There is a nice  
sense of 

community.”

“Aside from Pubs there is 
nowhere I can think of that 

caters for those who may feel 
lonely and isolated.”

“Linthwaite is  
a building site.”



Identity and belonging 

Key issues: Linthwaite has no real identity because there is no 
natural village centre, has lost green spaces and the buildings 

are falling into dilapidation in the lower part. Some said 
that it feels “like somewhere you would drive through”. 
However, Pride in Linthwaite has made a difference, doing 

amazing work and creating a community feel. The rich mill 
history should be openly promoted. The Heights has a positive 

identity. People in Linthwaite are friendly and caring. 


Feeling safe 

Key issues: Overall people feel safe but there are 
concerns about vandalism and anti social behaviour, 
especially around Manchester Road at night. People 

feel that crime has increased recently (and problems are magnified on 
Facebook). Walking on Manchester Road by the shops is intimidating for 
some due to youths hanging about. Many people (of all ages) commented 
that they don’t feel safe at night and wouldn’t go out at night. It’s rare to see 
Police in the area and there are no preventative measures.  Suggestions: Community 
Police patrol at night. Preventative work with schools, promoting social responsibility. 

The karate club have offered to work with Colne Valley High School and young people.


Care and maintenance 
 

Key issues:  Many people commented on Manchester 
Road, by the shops. Pride in Linthwaite volunteers do a 

wonderful job, working tirelessly to remove graffiti and 
rubbish, put in hanging baskets and planters. Dog mess is a 

problem on the recreation field (discarded bags are left) and on 
the path by Linthwaite Clough. There is no bottle bank any more. Weeds on 
footpaths are no longer cut back. Residents collect the dog poo and street litter. There is 
glass in the woods off Hoyle Ing and Dyson’s car park.  Suggestions: A bottle bank. 
Easier recycling (change the tip rules). Council should support Pride in Linthwaithe more. 
Shop keepers to keep premises tidy. Community service. More bins and signs. Street 
cleaner. Community fundraising for Christmas tree lights and events. Park improvements.


Influence and sense of control 
 
Key issues: People want to be asked for their views more 
regularly - and these activities should reach more people. 

Many said that they don’t feel listened to. Feedback from 
local councillors is appreciated. Pride in Linthwaite has helped to give the 
area a local voice. Despite negative aspects to social media, it has been a 
good way to get local people involved in things and to share local issues.  
Suggestions: Regular meetings to bring people together to discuss ways forward.
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Overall scores for Listen to Linthwaite 

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

Natural space 5.2

Feeling safe 4.6

Public transport 4.4

Housing and community 4.4

Identity and belonging 4.3

Play and recreation 4.2

Moving around 4.1

Social contact 4

Care and maintenance 3.8

Streets and spaces 3.7

Work and local economy 3.6

Traffic and parking 3.5

Influence and sense of control 3.4

Facilities and amenities 3.3


	Listen to Linthwaite
	7th to 31st May 2019
	What participants said

