
Listen to Cowlersley 
7th to 31st May 2019 

What we did 
We talked to people about life in Cowlersley, using a tool called the “Place Standard”. 

This is a way of helping to get conversations going about any place (it could be your 
street, neighbourhood or town), by using some simple questions. Local volunteers will 
use the results to help make things better. The results are also available for others to use.


Who participated? 
Volunteers from Pride in Linthwaite and staff from Kirklees Council talked to groups, 
individuals and businesses. The discussions took place in community venues such as 
Cowlersley Primary School and Milnsbridge Bowling Club, on the streets in Cowlersley 
and at drop-in events at Ruddi’s Retreat Cafe. 25 people participated online.


	 58   citizens took part in the conversations and completed assessments 
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What participants said 

Moving around 

Key issues: Most people have easy access to shops, 
schools and countryside. There’s a lack of 

designated cycle ways. The cycle lanes on 
Manchester Road are often blocked by parked 
cars, pot holes and broken pavement slabs. Roads 

and paths are well worn. Traffic noise and air pollution 
is “dreadful” on Cowlersley Lane and Manchester Road. Quad bikes are an issue 
on pathways and back lanes. Bushes growing over pavements from gardens can make 
walking difficult. Parked cars on roads and pavements make it difficult to walk and drive 
on Manse Drive and Warneford Road. Bulging wall on Morley Lane looks like it will fall 
onto the pavement.  Suggestions: Traffic calming measures on Cowlersley Lane. 

Mirror on the corner of Manse Drive (blind spot). Designated cycling and walking routes, 
and improved crossing points. Quality road resurfacing, with costs recharged to utility 
companies. Zebra crossing at the bottom of Morley Lane in Milnsbridge.


Public transport 

Key issues: Good bus route along Manchester 
Road, frequent service but not always reliable. 
Less regular service up Cowlersley Lane, and 
it’s a tough walk for some up Church Lane and 
Slant Gate. Bus stops are sufficient and in the 

right places, but there are limited shelters and seats due to lack of space. 

Bus service is expensive - it costs the same price as a taxi into town. Notice of 
cancelled services are not given on Twitter by First Bus. There are not enough buses to 
make it convenient for commuting. It can be 30-40 minutes in the evening between 
services.  Suggestions: A Milnsbridge to town train link. A shelter and seating at the bus 
stop opposite shops or The Heights, Gillroyd Lane.


Traffic and parking 

Key issues: “Parking is a nightmare.” Parking on 
Cowlersley Lane makes it extremely dangerous 
to pull out from side roads (Windsor Road, 
Ladybower Avenue). It’s hard for pushchairs as 

cars are often parked on dropped kerbs. Speed of traffic on Manchester 
Road from Cowlersley lights. Manchester Road is a big barrier to access 
between Cowlersley and Milnsbridge. Traffic through the centre of Milnsbridge is 
an issue and lack of parking and poor parking makes it worse.  Suggestions: Double 
yellow lines on the corners of Cowlersley Lane. Speed humps in the Manse Drive area. 
One way system from Cowlersley Lane along Manse Drive and Warneford Road. Explore 
Royal Horticulture Society solutions for both parking and nature in front gardens. Off 
street parking for residents and get rid of on street parking on Cowlersley Lane. Parking 
warden. Patrols and crossings by the schools. Parking area in Milnsbridge centre.


Overall 

score

4.7

Overall 

score

3.5

Overall 

score

3.8



 

Streets and spaces 

Key issues: Overall it is an attractive and historical place to live in. 
There’s no real centre or village square in Cowlersley. A number of 
public buildings and houses have been empty for many years and 
are in poor condition. Commercial premises are clad with poorly 

designed, distasteful signage. Most green spaces are being built 
on. The parks are run down and equipment is being removed. The 
park on Kinder Avenue is unsafe, often full of litter and broken bottles. 

There’s little civic pride locally. Routes to the canal are overgrown, full of litter and debris.   
Suggestions: Clean up the routes down to the canal and river - make them accessible.


Natural space 

Key issues: People appreciate the natural spaces such as 
Jubilee Park, Coronation Park and local woods. Broad Oak 
Park is a great space for children to play and is looked after 
by locals. Participants said they are concerned that green 
spaces are being lost to house building. The woodlands are 

not accessible for those with mobility issues, although there are 
some benches and flower boxes. Public parks are full of glass and litter, 

overflowing bins, overgrown paths and anti social behaviour by young people (drink, 
drugs, music, swearing).  Suggestions: More spaces for teenagers to engage in sports. 

A free outdoor exercise facility or adventurous outdoor space that can be used by people 
of all ages. More allotments. More green community spaces on council owned land.


Play and recreation 

Key issues: There are play spaces, but they’re not appealing 
to stay in for any length of time due to limited equipment 
and facilities. There are a couple of play areas and football 
pitches, but these are not easily accessible for disabled 
people. Play spaces are often heavily littered. There’s a 

good recreation ground at the end of Josephine Road (large 
and well used). The parks and fields are full of dog poo. Nails are 

coming out of the new climbing frame in the park by Cowlersley primary school.  
Suggestions: More good quality natural spaces with a wide range of activities for all.
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“The ginnels are good - 
the environment group 
takes care of them.”

“So much traffic  
on Manchester Road  
makes Cowlersley feel 

unattractive and 
unloved.”

“This is 
definitely  

an area for 
anyone!”

“There is no work -  
no mills and no shops.”  

“I feel this area is mainly 
housing. I'd love to work 

closer to home.”

“In 15 years of living here 
I have never had a leaflet 

through my door informing me 
of anything going on at the 

community centre.”

 “I love the natural 
spaces in Cowlersley!” 

“It’s a great place to walk 
the dogs and improve 

our mental health.”



Facilities and amenities 

Key issues: Cowlersley is lacking amenities - there’s one 
shop, a garage, a takeaway and a hairdressers. There’s 
no village centre, but it’s close to Milnsbridge. Travel to 
neighbouring villages is necessary for most things and 
there is an additional cost for people. Participants said 

it’s a real shame that there is no library and there are no 
parent and toddler groups. There’s a high number of takeaways in surrounding 
areas.  Suggestions: Places for people to meet up: café, pub, restaurant. Developments 
should include new shops, amenities and community space. Spruce up Milnsbridge.


Work and local economy 

Key issues: Participants said it’s not an active local 
economy and there are not many opportunities to gain 
skills for work. There could be opportunities and spaces 
for businesses to start up and grow. There are some 
manufacturing companies in the area and employers in 

engineering and warehousing. A lot of jobs seem to be lower 
waged. There’s a lack of independent traders.  Suggestions: Development of 
Milnsbridge and a train station. A crèche attached to local infant schools would help 
working parents - and more flexible hours for childcare provision.


Housing and community 

Key issues:  A great mix of housing types, from social 
housing right through to large detached housing - it’s a 
mixed community which works well. There are very 

few houses with decent sized gardens though. 
Cowlersley is now very built up, so any more housing 
would negatively impact on the green spaces. The estate 

could do with a good tidy up of the gardens and a clear up of the rubbish on the 
streets. New builds on The Heights are small and expensive, with too much tarmac.  

Suggestions: Stop new house building on green belt land.


Social contact 
 
Key issues: There are no real meeting places and no community 
facilities. There is very little apart from events for those in council 
housing and more recently garden parties and events for residents, 

held by the Funeral Home. The recreational area at the end of 
Josephine Road is a well used meeting place, but there is nowhere 

for people to meet indoors in bad weather. There is nowhere in 
Cowlersley you could meet with a friend for a coffee or something to eat.  

Suggestions: Community centre, café, social hub or drop in centre for all. 
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Identity and belonging 

Key issues: Cowlersley doesn’t have an identity. It’s a nice place 
to live but residents often have to explain that it’s “the bit 
between Linthwaite and Milnsbridge.” Although a prime 
minister was born here, people don’t know or celebrate the 
area. Despite this, there is a neighbourly feel. People know 

and engage with their neighbours.  Suggestions: Celebrate our 
history, heritage and culture. A Cowlersley sign at the entrance to the 

village. The council should see Cowlersley as part of Colne Valley (not Golcar).


Feeling safe 

Key issues: On the whole, people feel safe. Cowlersley 
is a close knit community where people look out for 
one another. There are gangs of young people who 

intimidate residents and there is drug dealing and opportunistic crime, 
such as car theft. Walking alone at night in some parts of the village does 
not feel safe for some. One person mentioned Bonfire Night and New Year’s 
Eve as times when you do not feel safe at home, due to fireworks being let off.  
Suggestions: Police presence and a crack down on drug dealing.


Care and maintenance 

Key issues: The Pride in Linthwaite planters make a huge 
difference to the appearance of the area. The area as a 

whole is well maintained and attractive, with buildings and 
spaces well cared for. There’s a lack of local facilities for 
recycling, particularly glass and refuse storage. Those 

without transport can’t recycle. There is a problem with dog poo on public 
pathways. Graffiti on Manse Road. Jubilee Park is now in a much better 
condition.  Suggestions: More bins and recycling facilities. Dog poo bins in local parks 
(the bins there currently specify no dog poo). Recycling education.


Influence and sense of control 
 

Key issues: People commented that they are not 
given opportunity to take part in decision making. 
They are not sure how they would find out this 
information or who to contact about it, and 

wouldn’t know how to go about helping make a 
change for the better. Some don’t feel that the council, health services or 
housing associations work with the local community to understand their needs or make 
people feel involved. There were a number of comments that people are not listened to.  
Suggestions: More ways for residents to have their say and get involved with current 
issues. Involve young people so they have a sense of pride in the village and themselves. 
A local community group, with meetings in an evening or on weekends, everyone invited.
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Overall scores for Listen to Cowlersley 

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

Housing and community 5

Natural space 4.9

Feeling safe 4.8

Identity and belonging 4.7

Public transport 4.7

Streets and spaces 4.4

Play and recreation 4.2

Care and maintenance 4.1

Work and local economy 3.9

Moving around 3.8

Social contact 3.6

Facilities and amenities 3.5

Traffic and parking 3.5

Influence and sense of control 3.3
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