
Ask Shepley 
11th to 31st March 2019 

What we did 
We talked to people about life in Shepley, using a tool called the “Place Standard”. 

This is a way of helping to get conversations going about any place (it could be your 
street, neighbourhood or town), by using some simple questions. The results will be used 
to help create a village plan. They are also available online for others to use.


Who participated? 
Volunteers from the village and staff from Kirklees Council talked to groups, individuals, 
businesses and young people. The discussions took place in community venues, on the 
streets and at drop-in events at Shepley Library. 62 people participated online.


	 400   citizens took part in the conversations 

	 318   Place Standard assessments were completed 
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What participants said 

Moving around 

Key issues: Lack of cycle ways and lanes. Parking on 
pavements is making getting around on foot 

difficult. Many participants commented about dog 
fouling on footpaths. There are specific locations 
with problem potholes and uneven paths. Lighting 

is needed on Stretchgate. It’s difficult to cross the 
main road by the Co-op.  Suggestions: Information about cycling routes. 

Seating at viewpoints. More dog waste bins. Flat surfaces and access points. 

Improving routes that take people away from Abbey Road and Lane Head Road.


Public transport 

Key issues: The train is seen as better than 
buses, but access is difficult for older 
residents who live at the top of the village. 
Parking at the station is an issue, together 
with access to the Barnsley platform and 

poor lighting. The bus service is widely seen as 
poor, inadequate, infrequent and often late. There’s no Sunday service and 
journey times to Huddersfield are seen as far too long.  Suggestions: Better bus shelters 
needed, especially by the Library. Improvements in punctuality and frequency are needed 
for both services. Stagger the timetable.


Traffic and parking 



Key issues: Traffic speeding through the village. Difficulties 
parking throughout, but most acute on Station 
Road by the shops and down by the station, on 
Firth Street at school times and on Lane Head 

Road just below the garage. Accident black spots 
at Carr Lane and Sovereign Junction. People have difficulties getting out of 
drives due to poor visibility caused by parking.  Suggestions: New road design 
needed, maybe traffic lights and more enforcement either by police or speed cameras. 
More on-site parking is needed at Cliffe House.


Streets and spaces 

Key issues: A lot of people recognise that Shepley is a pleasant and 
attractive village, with comments like bright and homely looking, 
scenic, picturesque and well kept. Litter and dog waste are a 
constant challenge, which the monthly litter pick helps with.  

Suggestions: Improvements to the village green to make it more 
regularly usable. Better maintenance of green spaces. More bins.
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Natural space 

Key issues: The village has access to some excellent natural 
spaces but some of the paths need improving and can suffer 
from dog poo deposits. Suggestions: Perhaps there could 
be more natural spaces for those with mobility challenges 
and the elderly. A barrier to stop parking on the big green.


Play and recreation 

Key issues: Recreation facilities are available but some 
can be poor in quality and they do not cater for some 
age groups, especially teenagers. The council are not 
upgrading the play facilities and the woodland swings 
were removed. There are some good sports clubs, but 

there are gaps (for example, a skate park) and few places 
to meet informally for teenagers and families. Suggestions:  

A youth club. More opportunities for free outdoor play. Rope swings. 
Involving young adults as positive role models.


Facilities and amenities 

Key issues: For its size, the village has a good range 
of core facilities, especially the Health Centre and 

Co-op. Some struggle or have closed recently. 
Access parking and the hours they are available 
can be a problem and it is hard to register with the 
dentist. Suggestions: A community cafe (which 

could be with internet access and room for community 
activities). A sandwich shop or chippy. A Men’s Shed.


Work and local economy 

Key issues: Most workers commute and only interact with the village at 
weekends or evenings. There are a surprising number of 

businesses based in Shepley, but not a large range of 
employment opportunities. Local firms can struggle to 
recruit as public transport is poor and expansion is 
difficult due to planning issues and poor parking. The 
village has lost several local firms recently. Suggestions:  
A space for local small businesses and traders, with parking.
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“We are spoilt for 
choice - from open 
fields to woodland”

“There is nowhere  
to informally meet  

for friends or families 
other than the pub”

“As a 1st time buyer  
I couldn't afford to  
live in this village”






Housing and community 

Key issues: The village has a range of housing, 
mostly well-maintained larger family homes. 
The newest build properties tend towards the 
higher, expensive and larger size and have not 

come with extra infrastructure. There is a 
shortage of affordable starter homes or properties 
for people to downsize. Rents are really high and 
there is little Housing Association property. Suggestions: 

More affordable housing, so young adults from the village are able to remain if they would 
like to. Easy access new builds. Provision for older people.


Social contact 

Key issues: Most of the 147 comments made were positive, 
stating that Shepley shows good community spirit and is 
inhabited by friendly, welcoming people. The Village Magazine 
promotes this feeling. There are a number of places to meet 

including the library, Church Hall, Methodist Church Hall, 
cricket club, Cliffe House and shops and the pub, with a wide 
variety of clubs and organisations to join. Areas of concern are the lack of 

activities or a place to meet for teenagers. A number of people suggested that 
a café type environment rather that a pub is needed, and a village hall. 

Suggestions: More opportunities for those who can tend to be isolated 

to meet up (especially teenagers, older people and men). A minibus to 


pick people up and take them to activities. 


Identity and belonging 

Key issues: Participants said there is good community spirit in 
Shepley, friendly residents, welcoming people and an overall 

sense of belonging and pride in living in the village. This 
theme had one of the highest overall scores, although not 
everyone currently feels that they belong. One useful 

comment was that people themselves need to make an effort 
to participate in the activities that are available. Another said that it 

can take courage to join in. With the inevitable expansion of the number of 
houses in the village, the challenge is to ensure that a feeling of belonging and 

identity is promoted. Suggestions: The Village Magazine is helpful for this - could it be 
printed locally?
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“I can see how easy  
it could be to become very 
isolated & feel lonely in the 

village especially if you 
have mobility issues”

“Despite only living 
here 4 months  

I have a sense of 
belonging”

“There are many 
organisations to join 

but fewer places  
to meet”



Feeling safe 

Key issues: Despite the high overall score, out 
of 61 comments made only 41% were 
positive, with worry about the perceived 
lack of police presence, concern over 

recent burglaries, drug dealing, cold calling 
and groups of teenagers loitering. Other safety issues related to traffic 
problems of speeding through and around the village, thoughtless parking, lack 
of street lighting near the station and lack of gritting on pavements. Suggestions:  
More speed cameras on the main roads. Better system for the traffic if there is an 
accident. More police presence.


Care and maintenance 

Key issues: Dog poo was mentioned a lot. The 
areas where bulbs are planted are well thought 

of and it has been suggested that other areas could 
be identified for more spring bulb planting. 

Comments about repairing the church hall were made, 
although the recent decoration and the planned 
renewal of windows will make a big difference. Uneven 

footpaths and weeds appearing in cracks were also mentioned. Suggestions: 

More public bins for dog waste, including in the woods. Tidy the grass verges during the 
summer.


Influence and sense of control 

Key issues: A lot of people recognised there 
are several ways to have their say and be 
involved in decisions, though it does tend to 
be a small group who regularly attend 

meetings. Consultation continues to be a 
challenge. It is easy for people to miss the 

opportunities they have to be involved or to not be able to make the time to do so. 

Some people believe that the village is run by just a small group. Suggestions: Involve 
different people in doing things. Put “before and after” pictures of activity such as litter 
picks on Instagram to get the message out to young people. Can the Kirklees Cabinet 
come out and see how we live?
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“People that 
live in Shepley 

take pride”

“Feel able to have 
my say, even if I 
don't always get 

what I would like”

“I think there are  
opportunities for empowerment 

where village people can 
engage with each other  
and work for change”



Overall scores for Ask Shepley 

www.HowGoodIsOurPlace.org.uk

Natural space 6.1

Feeling safe 5.9

Identity and belonging 5.7

Streets and spaces 5.6

Facilities and amenities 5.4

Care and maintenance 5.3

Moving around 5.1

Social contact 4.9

Play and recreation 4.7

Housing and community 4.7

Influence and sense of control 4.5

Work and local economy 4.3

Public transport 3.5

Traffic and parking 3.2
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